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\VERY period has a faſhionable object; and 
that of the preſent time is Reform, Parliament 
has been menaced, the Church has been alarmed, -F 
and Weſtminiſter-Hall has ſhuddered at the word — 
Reform! But no Hercules has appeared; and the 
labours remain. 
There exiſts in private life an evil of extenſive 
and pernicious enormity, which eſcapes animadver- | 
ſion :—T mean THE PRACTICE OF SURGEONS: IN - | . = 
nx VENEREAL DISEASE. | = 
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now 8 which produces an immenſe revenue, 
furniſhed by perſons who linger out an exiſtence 
which might have been ſpeedily terminated by the 
diſeaſe, and is rendered wretched and loathſome by 
the ſpecious arts of a formidable profeſſion. 

The fortunes of all medicines in the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, except thoſe of DE VELNos' VEGETABLE 
SYRUP, have been changeable, The China Root, 
Sarfaparilla, Guaicum, and Saffafras, have triumph- 
ed for a time; but ſubmitted to diſgrace, 

Mercury, from being employed by the Arabians 


to deſtroy vermin, and ſome foul complaints of the 
Kin, was introduced as a rum for the Venercal 
Diſeaſe. And it is obſerveable, that all the power- 
ful inſtruments of the Faculty are the inventions of 
empirics. 

Greater numbers falling ſacrifices to the edi 
ous remedy than to the diſtemper, Mercury was ſunk 
into diſrepute. The faculty have ſince acquired a 
dexterity in adminiſtering the poiſon : they ſuſpend 
by means of it many important functions of the con- 
ſtitution, and therefore ſuſpend the diſeaſe. In the 


time, 
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time, ſome diſorder, not apparently. connected with 
it, or with Mercury, is induced; ſuch as ImpStence, 
Barrennefs, Scrophula, Conſumption, Apoplexy, or 
Palſy : and when the patient periſhes, the practi- 
tioner eſcapes infamy or blame. 

Theſe facts are peculiarly deſerving the attention 
of thoſe parents, whoſe affections and hopes are cen- 
tered at our univerſities or ſchools. Beſides the 


ſhame attending all firſt offences, the diſcipline of wil 1 Y 
great inſtitutions is a reaſon for concealment, and — 
throws unexperienced youth wholly into the power 2 * 
of the crafty practitioner: The treatment is my- _ 


ſterious; the diſeaſe is managed into various and -» 
lingering forms; the neceſſity of ſecrecy precludes * 1 
complaint either of delay or expence; and the pa- F 
tient is diſtreſſed in his finances, and ruined in his 
conſtitution. 

The intereſt I may be ſuppoſed to have in diſere- Hers 
diting Mercury, and the practice of thoſe who uſe c. ee ee, 
it, may render my ſtate of facts queſtionable. But 4 . 1 


AY |} 
appeal for its truth to the condition of the ren f 


educated at public inſtitutions in reſpect to health : A £7 
I appeal to thoſe heads of houſes, and public pro- — 2 


feſſors, who have penetrated the veil that covered 4 
B 2 this 
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this enormity, and countenanced the introduction 
of a ſalutary medicine for a mineral that is more 
baneful than the evil they deplore :—I appeal to the 
prodigious fortunes made by ſurgeons at the univer- 
ſities, by means of Mercury, and the rancor or ar- 
tifice to which they have recourſe, in diſcouraging 
the uſe of the Vegetable Syrup :—and I appeal to 
the following unqueſtionable authorities : 

In the firſt part of the London Medical Journal 


Jrctolleffor 1786, page 2, Dr. Kirkland affirms, © That the 


** uſual practice of adminiſtering Mercury has been 
as deſtructive as the diſeaſe for which it has been 
employed: for though it commonly removes the 
6 Venereal Virus, it often leaves behind a worſe 


& diſeaſe, by enervating the whole body, and reduc- 


2 > © ing it to a wretched ſtate of health. Ulcers, 


Loco off 


© which were before curable, are not unfrequently 


( bon ih? converted into a very ſordid, irritable, and incu- 
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& rable ſtate, unleſs the nerves and fibres can be re- 
&« ſtored to their proper ſtrength ; for though it is 
5 poſhble to cleanſe them, and leſſen their irritabi- 
« lity, yet if Mercury is not laid aſide, and the pa- 
e tient's ſtrength regained, they remain inactive, 


$ their edges become hollow, the lips of the ſore 
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«© keep dying, and gradually wearing away. I have 
„not only ſcen moſt horrid ulcers, but Dropſies, 
“ Conſumptions, and even Death, in conſequence of 
& this mal- treatment.“ 

The Reader is to obſerve, this is aſſerted of the 
general mode of applying Mercury in the year 1786; 


and by a Phyſician, whoſe view was not. to diſcredit 


the medicine, but to recommend a new method of _ 


ing to the art of the practitioner : for every Phyſi- 
cian, and every Surgeon, will ſay, Mercury is dan- 


gerous, if not adminiſtered with {kill ;—and that 


{kill is to be found A h:m/elf, Ao pa aſl ,, 


The late Publication of Mr. John Hunter was 
expected with anxicty; in hopłs it would reflect 
ſome light on the myſterious management of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe. 

With the good opinion J have of Mr. Hunter's 
ingenuity, and with the reſpe& and regard which 
my acquaintance with him has inſpired, I am obliged 
to affirm, He is ſo much unacquainted with the diſ- 
order, that I am aſtoniſhed he ever attempts its cure. 

This may gg impudent from a man who has 


not 


ala 
uſing it. In every method it muſt have the effects of Ee aul ei . 


poiſon in a degree more or leſs diſcernible, accord-7 3 
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been added letters menacing perſonal violence. —It is 


22 my | | 
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$110 d either odium or applauſe, with enormous profuſen- 
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not had a medical education, and who is not even a 
Quack Doctor. In theſe circumſtances, I believe, 
Tam on a par with Mr. Hunter; and that I acquire 
my little knowledge, as he has done his greater 
quantity, by perſonal enquiry, actual experience, and 
aſſiduous application. 

Where any information is requiſite on the ſtrue- 
ture and functions of the human body, or where any 
relief is wanted from the {kill of the operator, Mr, 
Hunter is the firſt man in the world to whom J 
would apply, or would recommend to my friends ; 
but after an attentive and repeated peruſal of his 
volume, I only learn he has no method of cure in 
Venereal Infections, which is not uncertain, haz- 
ardous, and may produce more deplorable diſeaſes. 

I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, that ſince the 
appearance of the firſt edition of this pamphlet, in 
1786, I have been abuſed in various modes, for the 
ſentiments I expreſſed of Mr. John Hunter ; and to 


the accuſation of preſumption and infolence, have 


— 
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and it may be eaſily made to imagine, that young... 
aim è W. 


5 Aſtley, 
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Aſtley would perform . 


Hal, or Mr. Pitt dance on a flack rope, beyoud all 


competition. S ce ci. 

Mr. Hunter is a Surgeon and Anatomiſt of the 
firſt eminence ; but he affects to deſpiſe the art of 
Phyſic ; he has not ſtudied, and does not underſtand 


it; and the cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe s ons: 2 * 
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the moſt difficult proceſſes of that art. a Hs. Ma Mi 
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It is aſked, How I thould pteſume 6" pronounce 
on theſe ſubjects, not having been educated to any 
branch of the medical profeſſion ? No more has 
Mr. Hunter. He was brought up, and, I am cre- 
dibly informed, actually worked, as a common car- 
penter. I mention this to the credit and applaufe 
of his abilities. But if from ſuch a ſituation he has 
been able to raiſe himſelf to the firſt rank of a learn- 
ed profeſſion: with a better education; with more 


acquaintance with languages ; and, from an eaſy bu- 


ſineſs, with more leiſure to conſult authors and pur- 


fue enquiries, I ſurely may acquire equal knowledge 
of ONE DISEASE, and the operation of medicines 
on it. 

This is my anſwer to the imputation of impu- 


dence, As to menaces of violence from zealous 


pupils, 
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pupils, who fear for the knavery of the profeſſion, 

they make ſmall impreſſion on me. "Thoſe who rail 

be in anonymous letters are always cowards ; and 1 

have reaſon to be ſatisfied, that the ſtate of my body 

and mind are ſuch as ſecure me harmleſs from the in- 
folence of bullies. 

Among the remarkable poſitions of Mr. Hunter 

are the following (p. 230.) :—* A Gonorrhœa and 


"I; Oe Wa 


*X*Chancre form the ſame kind of matter. Mercury 


4/7 n= 4 7 3 
C SI AP has no power in the Gonorrhcea ; it is a ſpecific 


MH, five 9 in a Chancre, which is truly venereal,” His 


0 4. — Soliton of VENEREAL is, a diſeaſe curable by 


e. 
ercury; — therefore Gonorrhcea is not venereal. 


The fact is, Mercury is not a ſpecific for any ſym- 
816 toms of Venereal Diſeaſe. It removes ſome of them, 
as executioners remove treaſon, by cutting off the 
head of the offender, —I will appeal to Mr. Hunter 
himſelf, page 245, after the chancres have been 
c cured, and all Venereal taint removed, it happens 
& the prepuce {till retains a tumefaction, &c. — 
Page 246, © in the time of the cure a new diſpoſi- 
tion takes place, which prevents the healing of the 
parts, and often produces a much worſe diſeaſe 


& than that from which it aroſe.” — What man in 
his 
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his ſenſes would be cured by ſuch practice? I will 
forfeit a thouſand guineas for every inſtance of the 
kind, in the uſe of Velnos' Syrup; and Mr. Hun- 
ter ſhall ſend the patients. 

The Reader will recolle&, I am not animadyert- 
ing on Mr. Hunter perſonally, but on the preſent 
practice; which is moſt advantageouſly repreſented 


by him. 


247. lt often happens, that after the Chancres 


* 


& are healed, and all the Virus gone, the cicatrices 4 
« ulcerate again, and break out in the form of chan- : 3 [ } 
« eres. This ſounds like an Iriſh fact. Why does Aas A Go a 
: 444 —. .in, 
it not happen to the Vegetable Syrup? Mr. Hun- Fi | 
ter would inſinuate they are not Venereal, becauſe 
not ſo malignant as the firſt—they are the younger 


* A 6 
2. . | | I 


children of the ſame family, as a flight experiment 
would prove; and the Vegetable Syrup never ſuf- | 


fers any of them to remain. v ) 

Mr. Hunter's treatife is an Apology for Mercury. / | 
But facts eſcape him which ſhould alarm the public: I 
p. 268, he ſays, „of a perſon with a Venereal | 
“ ſwelling, he was not at preſent in a condition to 


„take Mercury; as a ſufficient quantity of that 


medicine for the cure would kill him.” 


C Of 
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Of Buboes, in p. 272, he confeſſes, there are 1 
many caſes which Mercury itſelf cannot cure. In 
277, „ many Buboes, after every attempt, remain 
„ ſwelled, without ever coming to reſolution or 


bye. te ſuppuration but rather become harder and ſchir- 


I | „ rous.”—l ſhould be aſhamed to mention the Sy- 
| rup as a Venereal remedy, if it were thus ineffec- 


tual. 


; - By Mr. Hunter's own confeſſion, p. 280, his 
1 — induces Cancer and Scrophula. In 311, 

12, 13, 14, he relates incidents of the Lues Venera, 

of ſucceſſive claſſes of ſymptoms, and courſes of 
_- Mercury ; which prove he has 0 principles or remedy 
on which he can depend in the Venereal Diſeaſe. For, 
= 317, © while the parts, firſt in order of action were 


&© contaminated and under cure, the ſecond in order 


. & are only in a ſtate of contamination, and go on 
« with the diſeaſe afterwards.” Thus a man may 
be under Mr. Hunter's care for a long life, and be 
carried to the grave at laſt by the diſeaſe. 

He adds, that parts may be contaminated, and, 
not having taken the action, may have the poiſon 
„ kept dormant in them, while under a courſe of 
Mercury for other ſymptoms.” Velnos' Vege- 
| table 


. 
* ; . 
7) 1 f 11 
94 . | 
= _ —=— — — — 2 4 


pu 


table Syrup is rude enough to rouze all thoſe ac- K 5 
tions; and is not ſo complaiſant to the intereſt of. Z 45 


With what candor therefore does Mr. Hunter 
repeat the common erroneous aſſertion, That Mer- 
cury is a ſpecific for the Venereal Diſeaſe? How 
dreadful ! particularly to parents, profeſſors, tutors, 
and others, intereſted in the fate of youth, to learn 
from one of the muſt experienced practitioners in 
England, that, p. 370, © under a mercurial courſe 
the conſtitution acquires a diſpoſition, proceeding 
c from a venereal and mercurial irritation, which 
« differs from the venereal, mercurial, and natural, 
« being a fourth diſpoſition ariſing out of all the fe 
ce three; that Mercury is a poiſon to the new diſ- 

&« poſition ; and that ſome of the ſores formed in 

e this way, not only reſiſt a// means of cure, but of- 

cc ten inflame, ulcerate, and form a kind of callous 

&« baſis, ſo as to put on the appearance of a cancer, 

cc and are often ſuppoſed to be really ſo: that new 

$ diſeaſes ariſe from the Mercury alone; that the 

46 tonſils ſwell ; the perioſtium and bones thicken ; 

C2 „ 
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& and the parts over them become oedematous and 
« fore to the touch—and that Mercury probably 
« produces a worſe diſeaſe than the Venereul. . What 
a horrible ſpecific ! what an infernal inſtrument of 
hazardous relief! what a condition of ignorance, or 


of knavery, muſt be that of the profeſſion, which 
offers it as a remedy ! ! 


It may ſeem extraordinary, that a remedy of in- 
finitely greater effect than Mercury in this diſeaſe, 


4 * 4 * 7 ! 
is "$25 * 
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and without any of its inconveniences, ſhould have 
, been announced in this country, and not adopted in 
general practice. 

There are ſufficient reaſons for this fact ſome of 
which may, others cannot be ſtated. The firſt con- 
. > n nections (for ſale only) made here by De Velnos 

; * were unfortunate, and even infamous. When the 
7 . 57 real Medicine was introduced, it was offered with 
; 72 Kueche pomp and pretenſions of Quackery.— The 
oo) ingredients being foreignFthe Medicine is to the 
Proprietor extremely dear. Subſtitutes were there- 
fore ſought, and meanneſſes committed, which varied 

the powers of the medicine. All theſe, and ſome 
other circumſtances, kept the public in ſuſpenſe, 
aerwithRanding its occaſional diſplay of effects ; 
which 


2 
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which nothing in the Materia Medica had ever — 2 4 
equalled, —How is it otherwiſe to be accounted for , ,z£x3 4 
that in the eight years the Recipe has been in my 4.— F | 
poſſeſion, the ſale of the Medicine has been increaf= — . 
ed beyond even my moſt ſanguine expectation ! The .Þ 
ſame diſpoſition which induces me to deſpiſe the im- 

poſition of a parebaſed titie of Doctor, makes me 

ſcrupulous in preparing the Medicine according to | 
the Recipe.— This has given a certainty to its ef- A, who he | 
fects; has thrown ſhame and diſhonor over thoſe l is c COP ua 


who would inſinuate they have obtained or ſtolen ; 
Mr] feng 


the Recipe ; and induced a confidential dependence p Fo 7 


on me, as advantageous to the public as it is to 
myſelf. 

If circumſtances had not occurred to depreſs the 
juſt and deſerved reputation of Velnos' Vegetable 
Syrup (which I have been at the utmoſt pains to re- 
move) it would have been impertinent, after the uſe 
of it in this country for twenty years, to affirm that 
its merit and efficacy are but little known : that in 
thoſe diſorders which originate in ſcrophulous and 
ſcorbutic habits, it is generally effectual; and that 
in the Venereal Diſeaſe, it has never failed! 


The reader will ſee, in the following caſes, as 


well 


” LL. 
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well as in thoſe of a ſcorbutic nature, inſerted in an- 
other pamphlet, this is not the language of intereſt- 
ed and artful. boaſting. For there have been in- 
ſtances of a ſcrophulous and cancerous nature, in 
which it has not completed a cure; and Venereal 
patients have declined the uſe of Syrup before they 
were cured. Theſe caſes, and the reaſons of them, 
will be as freely recorded as the moſt complete and 


effectual cures. 


DIRECTIONS 


% 
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K DIRECTIONS 


VEGETABLE SYRUP 


IN THR 
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3 at a diſtance from Mr. Swainſon, 
have been diſappointed of a cure by an errone- 

ous method of taking the Medicine. 
Finding that the uſe of it in large doſes anſwered 
the firſt purpoſe of expelling the offending matter, 


and removing the inffamation, they have continued 


the large doſes; forced an unneceſſary and injurious 


diſcharge, and imagined themſelves not cured, be- 
cauſe ſomething like a gleet remained. 

Mr. Swainſon will, therefore, render the direc- 
tions for the uſe of the Syrup in the various forms 
of this diſeaſe as minute and as plain as poſſible. 

In Gonorrhœa, the Syrup ſhould immediately be 


taken in doſes as large as the bowels of the Patient 
| will 
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and even a pint taken as a doſe, to prevent the in- 


nf? ill bear, —Mr. 8 has known half a pint 
| 


fection from entering the body—in this caſe, the 
body muſt be kept warm night and day. Barley 5 


water, or any c other diluting liquor, muſt be dragk-— 
/ , plentifully ; and the parts kept clean by bathing or 


waſhing them in warm water. The diſcharge from 


the urethea will increaſe until the inflamation is 
gone. As ſoon as the inflamation diſappears, which 
is known by the paſſing of the urine without pain 
through the urethea, the large dozes, and the dilut- 
ing liquors ſhould be diſcontinued, and the Syrup 
taken in doſes of two or three table ſpoonfuls night 
and morning, for a week or a fortnight, to inſure 
the cure, and to aſſiſt the bowels until they aſſume 
their natural functions. The patient, in the time, 
may gradually uſe himſelf to the outward air, and 
take his uſual exerciſe, 

In venereal Tumors. and Buboes of eyery kind— 
the ſame confinement, the ſame ſuſpenſion of exer- 
ciſe, the ſame warmth, and the ſame uſe of the 
medicine in large doſes, is adviſed, until they ſubſide ; 


| and then, as in a former caſe, the Syrup is to be taken 


in ſmall quantities for a month, becauſe the Virus 
has 
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has entered the habit, and it will require ſome time 
fully to expel it. | 
Poultices and fomentations greatly aſſiſt in de- 
ſperſing Buboes ; and when they are not uſed the 
parts ſhould be kept clean by being frequently 
bathed or waſhed in warm water. | 
When the Lues or Pox has taken place and ap- 
pears in deep Chancres and fetid Ulcers, the Syrup 
ſhould be taken in conſiderable but not very large 
doſes—in general they ſhould conſiſt of five or fix 
table ſpoonfuls—the body kept warm, the wounds 
daily cleanſed with warm water, and dreſſed with 
dry lint, which warm water will moiſten and take 
off without pain. EN 
The Patient muſt perſevere in this mode of treat- 
ment until the wounds are perfectly healed. But 
in all caſes ſo diſtreſſing and hazardous as thoſe de- 
nominated Lues or the Pox, it would be prudent to 


conſult Mr. Swainſon. 


D CASES. 


CASES. 
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F any argument were neceſſary to prove that 
Mercury is not a proper remedy in the Venereal 


Diſeaſe, it would be a by e ged / 


A. 
inefhcacy in Gonorrhœa. (een 
y PA Yor fe Fa i 
This ſtage of the diſeaſe affords an inſtance of the 


art by which the Surgeons have driven the Phyſici- * ” 1 


ans out of one their of provinces. Mercury not being 


effectual in Gonorrhcea ; Buboes and Ulcers taking 
place; and the Phyſicians being obliged to call in 
aſſiſtance; the Surgeons poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
practice; as advantageous to their intereſt in the 
preſent way of managing it, as it is injurious to the 
conſtitutions of their patients. 
It is a maxim with them, as I ſhall ſhew from 
+ * Mr. 


OT "4; 
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Mr. Hunter's treatiſe, that Gonorrhcea is to be left 
to itſelf, Mercury being ineffectual; and the proper 
treatment of that ſtage of the diſeaſe not being in 
the practice of Surgery which is converſant in 
wounds and inciſions, the patient is amuſed with 
mercurial or with bread-pills, according to the hu- 
mour of the practitioner, until a real occaſion ariſes 
for the art of the Surgeon. 

At this time Mercury is thrown in, and acts as a 
counter-poiſon ; but the principal dependence of the 

Surgeon is on the Tumors and Ulcers, 
F ea > I ſhould be the moſt abandoned of men, to re- 
. K. an. Aer proach the profeſſion with this conduct, if it were 
on- not unavoidable ; or if, in the uſe of the Vegetable 


* 
' 


a0 - a N = Syrup, a Gonorrhcea taken in time, ever terminated 


7 
4 £48 in Buboes or Chancres. 


I conſider this as a decifive proof, That Velnos' 


Vegetable Syrup is, and that Mercury is not, a ſpe- 
cific in the Venereal Diſeaſe. 


2 om >», Mr. Hunter, in p. bg, ſays, © As we have no 
5 „ © ſpecific medicine for Gonorrhœa, it is fortunate 
l RS that time alone will effect a cure. Upon this 
3 i ; * e idea of every Gonorrhœa curing itſelf, I give cer- 
3 | uam patients pills of bread, which were taken with 
. . =. great 
K 2 | 
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« great regularity; the patients always got well, 
cc but ſome of them I believe not ſo ſoon as they 


"HY would have done had the artificial methods of cure 


& been employed.“ 

I muſt confeſs, that caſes of ſimple Gonorrhcea 
are not ſo often brought to me as thoſe of a more 
deſperate nature, owing to the prevailing infatuation 
in favour of Surgery and Mercury ; but when they 
are brought, they are not left to the chance of curing 
themſelves, or of becoming more profitable diſorders. 
—Many of thoſe who apply in Gonorrhœa have 
been under the care of Surgeons; and have been 
driven to me by the appearance of Tumors and Bu- 
boes, and the fear of Cauſtics, Inciſions, and Ulcers. 
According to Mr. Hunter, if the Surgeons had given 
them nothing, or given them bread-pills, the patients 
would not have been poxed. Mercury, therefore, 
is not only ineffectual in Gonorrhœa, but injurious, 
and brings on the Lues. 

Sometimes the diſcharge ſtops on the appearance 
of Buboes. Mr. Hunter would ſay the Gonorrhcea 
was cured ; for, in p. 36, he affirms, © that a Go- 


„ norrhœa may be cured, while there is Chancre, - 


“and vice verſa,” 


DG 
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A gentleman was called on buſineſs into Ireland; 
and ſoon after his arrival, contracted a Gonorrhœa. 
He applied to an eminent practitioner in Dublin, 
and in a few weeks was pronounced cured. A yel- 
lowiſh diſcharge remaining, he was diſpleaſed with 
his Surgeon, who aſſured him it was only a gleet; 
and that no-Virus could remain, after ſo long a 
courſe of Mercury as he had undergone. He re- 
turned to his wife; and the conſequences may be 
better imagined than deſcribed, when it was diſ- 
covered he had Buboes on each groin, and his lady 
ſeveral Chancres. He had never had a Buboe be- 
fore. They were both put on a courſe of the Sy- 
rup, and in a few weeks perfectly cured. 

To what are we to attribute the diſappointment 


and miſery of the gentleman above mentioned ? 


£9 a df Shall we aſcribe it to the folly of the Dublin Sur- 


1 


8 


geon, in not giving him bread-pills? I believe the 
„Venercal Gonorrhœa (for I am obliged to adopt the 
7 epithet ſince the publication of Mr. Hunter's trea- 


1 tiſe) generally increaſes in violence if left to itſelf ; 


and Mr. Hunter's declaration has not convinced me 


that it will cure itſelf. Mr. Hunter, on recolle&- 
ing himſelf, ſeems alſo of this opinion ; for he ſays, 
| p- 86, 
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| p-. 86, whatever methods are uſed for the cure of 
« the Gonorrhcea, it is always neceſſary to have in 


<« view the probability of ſome of the matter being 


c abſorbed, and afterwards appearing in the form of ; 
« a Lues Venerea, It is therefore going on the ſureſt Mes 0 
& grounds, always to give Mercury in a Gonorrhœa.“ 2 ps / 5. 
In another place, he ſays, Mereury can be - 5 Hee 


no uſe in a Gonorrhcea ; nay, it is always injuri- 9 lows 
+ 


& ous.” — How are theſe contradictions to be recon- hx, *. 
. g 


ciled? Are they not the embarraſſments of inge- 2 141 


nuity in an indefenſible cauſe? 

A gentleman applied to me in the caſe of a favour- 
ite groom, who had contracted a Venereal com- 
plaint; and, through modeſty, concealed it until he 
was unable to ride, and could hardly walk. When his 
maſter diſcovered his ſituation, he ſent for his Sur- 
geon. A large Buboe had formed in the groin, and 
the ſurgeon adviſed his being ſent to the Lock Hoſ- 
pital for ſalivation ; it being impoſſible, according to 
him, and indeed according to the general doctrine of 
the profeſſion, to repel a Buboe verging on ſuppura- 
tion. His maſter being a man of great humanity, 
ſaid, he ſhould no go there till other methods had 
been tried; for he would as ſoon ſend him to the 


gallies. 
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gallies. The gentleman mentioned his intention of 


bringing him to me. At this the Surgeon ſneered, 
and threw out ſome hints of the inefficacy of the 
Dyrup ; tantamount to ſaying, „you may as well 
& give him Mr. Hunter's bread-pills.” Fortunate- 
ly for the young man, the maſter diſregarded the 
Surgeon's opinion; and he was put on a courſe of 
the Syrup ; the Buboe was expelled ; and the man 
in a very ſhort time perfectly cured. 

A gentleman lately applied to me, with an Ulcer 
in the groin. On examining him, things appeared 
to have been conducted in a manner ſo unworkman- 
like, that I enquired who had been his Surgeon. 
He faid, that about ſix months before, he had con- 
tracted a Gonorrhcea ; for which he applied to an 
eminent Surgeon (a perſon of my acquaintance; I 
ſhould otherwiſe have pointed him out as he de- 
ſerves). The Surgeon told him, it was a light caſe, 
and he would ſoon be well. He gave him pills, 
which he ſuppoſed, from their weight, to be mercu- 


rial. In three weeks, he felt an uneaſy ſenſation 


- in the left groin; and the Gonorrhcea almoſt diſap- | 


peared. This Mr. Hunter calls curing a Gonor- 
rhœa; —but Mr. Hunter was not the practitioner in 


1415 


the 
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the preſent caſe. He ſoon obſerved a Tumor, the 
ſize of a nut, where the ſenſation had been perceived. 
On complaining to his Surgeon, he begged him not 
to be alarmed ; that it would ſoon go away; and fur- 
niſhed him with a box of mercurial unguent. In an- 
other week, it increaſed to the ſize of a hen's egg: 
the mercurial ointment was continued on the inſide 
of the thighs, and the Buboe appeared ſtationary for 
a month; when it was thought adviſable to uſe the 
lancet. A large inciſion was made, and the wound 
daily dreſſed by the Surgeon for ſeveral months; at 
laſt, it aſſumed the appearance of a cancerous ulcer ; 3 
and it was thought prudent to call in another of the 
profeſſion. Under their joint efforts, the conſtitu- 
tion of the gentleman was nearly ruined, and his life 
endangered. Not being willing, however, to be re- 
ſponſible for the catraſtophe, they recommended him . 
to me; and, in the uſe of the Vegetable Syrup, he e Ad . 
| ſoon obtained a complete cure. I could not have 4 WE 
4 


had the effrontery to ſhew my face, if I had ever Ads . 
treated a man in that manner. JOE | 2 — 2 | 


As I have already obſerved, it is the general ob- . . . 
je& of Surgery to produce Tumors and Buboes, Py 4 Age, 
and to give occaſion for inciſions and dreſſings:— X ,ppueavrnw 1 i 

| E hence. e 7 | 
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hence the doctrine of the inefficacy of medicines in 
Gonorrhcea, and the conſtant practice of converting 
Buboes into wounds and ulcers. I have had up- 
wards of five hundred perſons, with Tumors and 
Buboes, to whom my attention has been directed, 
in a ſhort period of time. I had one inſtance only, 
where the Syrup did not expel the glandular ſwell- 
ing; and in that, ſuppuration had taken place before 
the patient applied to me. I adviſed him to let it 
take its courſe ; and it burſt in a few days. A poul- 
tice was applied; it was afterwards dreſſed with dry 
lint ; and, in five or fix days, it was perfectly healed. 
He continued the uſe of the Syrup about a fort- 


night, and received a radical cure, 
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I N this ſtage of the diſeaſe, the poiſon is abſorbed 2 2 4 p 
into the habit, and the life of the patient endanger- ene 


. of 


ed. Here even the Surgeon is obliged to lay down 
his knife, and have recourſe to medicine. has Aru 

Why the Mineral has been preferred to the Ve- Hs? Jes 
getable kingdom, and why poiſons take place of 44.22 1 
ſalutary medicines, J have already ſnewn. The pro- Ace- arge. ; 
- greſs of the diſeaſe, particularly if it be acquired by * 2 4 
contamination, may be ſuſpended or ſtopped by a 

poiſon; a general debility and ill health will how- . Pe nog 
ever enſue, more deplorable than the original evil 0 9 12 
but—a ſource of permanent advantage to the pratitioner. 8 
This we have ſeen to be the caſe, from the uſe of 
Mercury in the Venercal Diſeaſe, by the confeſſion 

of its ableſt advocates, 

Mercury being ineffeQual in Gonorrhcea, and the 
Syrup of De Velnos always and ſpeedily curing it, 
E a the 
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the Surgeons would ſhelter their practice, by de- 
+ claring, © Gonorrhcea will cure itſelf.” 
In Tumors and Buboes, the pretended utility of 
the lancet, and the parade of dreflings, will give 
them ſome colourable claim for employment with 
the ignorant and credulous ; but in the Lues Vene- 
rea, it is wonderful Phyſicians are not called in, 
who would, in general, treat their patients with 
more humanity. 
As the progreſs of the Vegetable Syrup unveils 
the arts of the profeſſion, I perceive, the great hope 
of thoſe ſwarms of Surgeons, with which the land is 
infeſted, is the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
Though many of them have been obliged to me for 
- a cure, when the hopes of their own lives were 
gone, though every patient they have ſent me for 
experiment has been returned well, they all main- 
tain one of theſe abſurdities, according as they ſuit 
their convenience, That the Syrup contains Mer- 


cury; or, That the diſeaſe it cures is not Venereal. 


FE. I am ſenſible it would be adding inſult to argu- 


; — - 
. nee, Fo ment, to require them to analyſe the Syrup ; not 


4 , J— from the difficulty of the operation (for nothing can 
be eaſier), but from their ignorance of Chemiſtry. 
In 


4 
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In trying the various imitations of the genuine Sy- 
rup, by Burrows, Hodſon, Baylis, &c. I have never l 
failed to exhibit the Mercury, by ſimple evaporation, 


under a glaſs or metal cup. But Dr. Fordyce, Dr. 
Higgins, or Mr. Godfrey, would teach any man, Aloe 4 


in a ſhort time, to overwhelm̃ me with ſhame, and 0 


ruin my fortune, if, after the profeſſions I have made, 45 £ . 


I could be ſo unprincipled as to uſe Mercury. Al- — | 
| 


moſt every Chemiſt in the profeſſion ; and, what is 


more important, the moſt eminent Chemiſts in 


England, out of the profeſſion, have analyſed the | 


Syrup with their utmoſt art ;—and the conſequence 
may be depended on; for they have put their ten- 1 
dereſt connexions on the uſe of it. 

But there muſt be folly, as well as knavery, in the | 7 
pretence, That the Syrup of De Velnos contains 


— Warm nn 
— — 


Mercury; for it has been principally employed, 
ſince its diſcovery, in caſes where Mercury, admi- | 
niſtered by the utmoſt {kill of the faculty, has been 
ineffectual or injurious. Hardly a week paſſes, 


— co Porto. — emo re — 2 * 
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without a caſe being ſent to me from an eminent 
Surgeon; which I deem a Lues Venerea; which it 
is now the faſhion to call a mercurial diſeaſe (vide 

| Hunter's 
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Huuter's treatiſe), but which is, however, pro- 
naunced incurable by medicine. 

The Surgeons have the effrontery to ſay the Ve- 
nereal Virus is expelled.; ſheltering themſelves in 
the difficulty of proving its exiſtence by infection, 
as the patients are too loathſome to be approached. 
They ſend them into the country; adviſe bark and 
milk diet. A few have the humanity to direct them 
into Frith-ſtreet ; but, in general, they retire out of | 
hearing, and periſh, 

It may be thought ſufficient to my advantage and 
credit, that thoſe who are ſent into Frith: ſtreet are 
relieved ; and that I need not diſpute its being the 
Lues Venerea, or the Mercurial Leproſy and Can- 
cer. There is more utility in truth than we are 
always aware of. The officious zeal of ſome emi- 
nent Surgeons, to aſſign me this loathſome diſorder, - 
and to reſerve for themſelves the Lues Venerea, in 
an earlier ſtate, was one of the circumſtances that 
edged my curioſity. I therefore advertiſed (as the 
reader may have obſerved) for patients in the Lues 
Venerea, who had never uſed Mercury. An adver- 


tiſement is the key to almoſt all information in this 


town: 
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town: and the reader would be aſtoniſhed, and even 
- terrified, for the ſituation of his fellow-creatures, if 
he were to be informed. of the objects which pre- 
ſented themſelves. | 
After having related the effects of the Syrup in 
Gonorrhcea, inveterate Chancres, and Buboes, it 
would not be ſaying too much that it always ſuc- 
ceeds in the Lues Venerea, The remarkable cir- 
cumſtance is, that the cure is effected in a ſhorter 
time, and in a more effectual manner, where Mer- 
cury has not, than where it has been uſed. Whether 
the Mercury has induced a diſeaſe, or whether the 


Mineral itſelf is a poiſon, it always creates a diffi- 
culty in the cure. 

In the preparation and fale of a Medicine, the 
only effectual one that I know of, in all ſtages of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, IJ avoid all the artifices of re- 
gular or irregular quackery. In the accounts I give, 
and the caſes I ſtate, I confine myſelf very far within 
the limits of facts; and I truſt, there are as many 


perſons of learning, rank, and charaCter, in this 


country, who will vouch for my veracity and in- 
tegrity, as for thoſe of any Surgeon or Phyſician 
in it. 


It 
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It is neceſſary, however, to obſerve, that every 
man applying in Frith-ſtreet, either in Venereal or 

Scorbutic caſes, is not cured. 

In Scorbutic diſorders, the Syrup generally ſue- 
ceeds, if perſevered in with attention and care. In 
Venereal caſes, it has never failed, but through the 
fault of the patient, or of his Surgeon ; and that kind 
of fault has frequently occurred. a 

A gentleman applied to me, in what he called a 
flight ſtate of the diſorder. Mr. Hunter, whom he 
had previouſly conſulted, would not take upon him 
to ſay whether it was Venereal or not. His throat 
had Ulcers ; and I thought they had all the appear- 
ance of Venereal Ulcers ; though I did not alarm 
him. By taking a few bottles of the Syrup, the 
throat was healed ; and a raſh was thrown out all 

over his body. I ſaw no more of the gentleman ; 
but I heard, that he and his friends abuſed me, with 
great acrimony, for intreaſing (inſtead. of curing) a 
diſorder, which I had, in fact, nearly removed; for 
an eruption on the body is a general effect of the 
Syrup in that ſtate of the diſeaſe. I was informed, 


he went to an eminent Surgeon, and told his condi- 
tion, and the means he had uſed. Ay,” ſaid the 
| Surgeon, 
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Surgeon, „ the Syrup had not Mercury enough for 
« your caſe ;” and he poured in Mercury. The gen- 
tleman was immediately cured, (as he would have 
been without the Surgeon), and the Syrup was 
blamed for not enlightening the gentleman's under- 


ſtanding, as well as curing his diſeaſe, 


SUBSEQUENT OBSERVATIONS. 


I THINK neceſſary here to add, That ſince the 
firſt publication of this pamphlet, ſtrong efforts have 
been made by ſome members of the Faculty to reſiſt 


the progreſs of the Vegetable Syrup. 

Caſes, which would be nearly incredible in the 
deſcription, have forced the Medicine into the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge ; and, while it intereſted the 


ſcientific curioſity, and engaged the zealous recom- 
mendation of many of the moſt learned and reſpect- 
able of its Profeſſors, it impreſſed confuſion and diſ- 
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may on the trading and illiberal part of the Medi- 
cal Profeſſion. 
On the firſt aſtoniſhment, occaſioned by cures 
appearing like revival from death, the Surgeons ex- 
claimed, The Medicine was a powerful and pecu- 
* lar preparation of Mercury.” — Delicate children, 
and young ladies of tender conſtitutions, being put 
on courſes of it, and perſons of the firſt rank and 
knowledge in the Univerſity being deeply intereſted 
in their fate, the Syrup was analyſed by an eminent 
Profeſſor; and, on its being declared Vegetable, the 
Surgeons ſhifted their ground, and inſiſted it muſt 
be of no uſe or efficacy; though the cures it daily 
performed were confounding their ſenſes and dis- 
turbing their peace. 

A conduct ſo truly contemptible, induced the, 
Profeſſor to introduce the ſubject in his Lectures to 
the Students; and warmly to recommend the Medi- 
cine as very efficacious and wholly Vegetable. 

Licenſed Quackery, and intereſted inhumanity, 
have hereby received a mortal blow at Cam- 
bridge. 

Oxford cannot long fail of the humane informa- 
tion ; and the depredations of Mercury on the very 

| ſources 
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ſources of life, in the firſt families of the country, 
will be checked and prevented. 

In London, the ſame order of practitioners 
adopted the ſame contradictory language. Though 
the Medicine was publicly analyſed by the com- 
mand of the King of France, on its firſt appearance, 
and the reſult made known in all the publications 
by Mr. De Velnos, Dr. Mercier, and myſelf ; 
though moſt of the Chemiſts of London had tor- 
tured it in every way, to ſatisfy their friends, or 
with hopes to injure the Proprietors ; and, though 
it always appeared Vegetable, and cured cafes where 
Mercury was poiſon, yet, when credulous and opu- 
lent patients were to he deterred from Frith-ftreet, 
«© The Syrup contained Mercury.” Among perſons 
of this deſcription, Dr. George Fordyce, an adver- 
tiſing Lecturer in Chemiſtry, had been often pointed 
out to me ; but I could not induce pupils publicly 
to atteſt what they heard at his Lectures. I was 
defired to ſee a dying child of Mr. Forſyth, of Ken- 
ſington, which Dr. Fordyce had attended; and the 
father, in relating the melancholy occurrences of 
the illneſs, ſaid he had propoſed to the Doctor that 
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the Vegetable Syrup ſhould be tried; and that he 
had objected, becauſe it contained Mercury. 

I ſeized the occaſion, and ſent the following pro- 
poſal to Fordyce : 

To depoſit an hundred pounds at a Banker's, to 
be forfeited to him, on his exhibiting Mercury in 
any Syrup prepared in Frith-ſtreet, before compe- 
tent chemical judges, to be appointed by him and 
me. 

I refer to Philoſophers and Chemiſts, whoſe abi- 
lities he mu/? not openly queſtion, who had analyſed 
the Syrup, and who ſhould meet him on the trial ; 
and engaged, when the parcel of Syrup ſent to him 
had paſſed the ordeal, to cure with it any Venereal 
caſe he ſhould produce. | 

This literary Bobadil received the propoſal with 
the ſilence of conſcious guilt, and ſubmitted to the 
imputation which I aſſured him ſhould be affixed to 
his name. As he has announced @ T7: reatiſe on the 


Digeſtion of Food, I have ſome thoughts of writing 


49 7 an appendix to it on the digeſtion of convicted falſe- 
. Lu ool. This would be of much greater uſe than 


altre. Fr vague experiments, following thoſe of the accu- 
8 gate. | rate 
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rate and penetrating Spalanzani — at a time when 
not only our nobility and gentry,, but our very 
ſwindlers and thieves, are brought into danger by 
duels. 

I was more fortunate in another conteſt ; for the 
offender had the indiſcretion to commit his aſſertion 
to the preſs. 

A conteſt with Mr. Philip Thickneſs, at Bath, in- 
duced Dr. James Mackittrick Adair to write what 
I ſuppoſe he thinks a Satire on Quacks and Noſ- 
trums; and, being deſirous to make the utmoſt of 
his ſubject, he injuriouſly mentions the Vegetable 
Syrup of De Velnos. This occaſioned the publica- 
tion of the following Paper. 


WARS 
= 


REGULARS AND QUACKS. 


— 
I N theology theſe wars produced the Reformation, 
The regulars were defeated, and the quacks became 
regulars. The eccleſiaſtical quacks, from Biſhop 
Hooper down to Dr. Prieſtley and Dr. Price, have 
continued their efforts for a change of ſpiritual regi- 
men and medicine; and in all the fluctuations of 
theſe contentions, the majority of impartial and diſ- 
intereſted people have deemed the quacks often in 
the right. 

In phyſic, all changes of medical impoſitions have 
been forced on the regulars by the quacks; and all 
the · great and powerful medicines are the diſcoveries 
of quacks. The introduction and improvements of 


inoculation; 
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inoculation; the uſe of mercury, antimony, opium, A 


and the bark, like all the bold innovations in reli- 


gion and policy, are owing to quacks. Benefits pro- 


duce the bittereſt ingratitude. The regulars adopted 


— 


the diſcoveries, and perſecuted their benefactors. 
In the adminiſtration of remedies, there is this 


difference between the regulars and irregulars—The 


* 
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latter always attempt a cure, ſometimes deſperately; 
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the former perpetuate diſeaſes, to perpetuate a pro- 
fitable attendance. This is the general fact, to 


2% 


which there are honourable exceptions. 

In one of the ſkirmiſhes of theſe vindictive bodies, 
I have been lately included, though I belong to nei- 
ther. I bought the property of Velnos' Vegetable 
Syrup, as I would a brew-houſe ; and I prepare the 
Syrup, as a brewer prepares porter, by a recipe pe- 
culiar to the houſe, and known in no other. Caſes 


are recorded with ſuch teſtimonies as would eſtab- 
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liſh the fortunes of twenty phyſicians; but I aſſume 


* 
— — 


none of the pretenſions, and perform none of the 
acts of a Doctor; for out of twenty thouſand bottles 
a- year, which is my average ſale, two thirds are or- 
dered, directly or indirectly, by the Faculty. 

Mr. 
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Mr. James Mackittrick Adair, who ſays he has 
formerly been M. D. to aſſert the right of the Fa- 


culty to a monopoly of medical crimes, has renewed 
this diſhonourable war ; and has rummaged the 
filthieſt receſſes of Billingſgate and St. Giles, for the 
means of annoying the enemy. Being actuated by 
that malignity, which is ever found in the low and 
unſucceſsful of every order, truths and calumnies are 
exhaled indiſcriminately by him on the innocent 
and guilty. 

Of Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, he affirms, „It is 
* not vended by patent, but is found, on analyſis, 
4 to be a preparation of ſublimate mercury, com- 
e bined with mucilage of gum arabic, honey, and 

„ common ſyrup.” 

No falſehood can be more complete, as the Syrup 
contains not one of the articles; and a man muſt 
be as ignoran. of chemiſtry, and as deſtitute of prin- 
ciple, as Mr. Mackittrick Adair, to hazard the aſſer- 
tion. Perceiving, however, that his conſcience was 

at liberty, and not ſtanding in awe of the learning 
and abilities he (I believe alone) attributes to him- 
felt, I had the curioſity ro know how he would 
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cover one falſehood by another; and I ſent him the 
following Letter, which produced an Anſwer fully 


according with my expectation : 


« Frith-ſtreet, Sept. 15, 1790. 
© SIR, 

&© In a book written by you, a gentleman lately 
pointed out to me a paragraph reſpecting the Vege- 
table Syrup of De Velnos, which might otherwiſe 
never have fallen under my notice. ” 

“ You aſſert, that Velnos' Vegetable Syrup has 
been analyſed, and found to be a ſolution of ſubli- 
mate, rubbed up with honey and mucilage of gum 
arabic. 

If you mean, by Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, the 
medicine prepared in Frith-ſtreet, by De Velnos, 
Dr. Mercier, and myſelf, you directly call me an 
impoſtor. | 

« If you mean the imitations and pretended im- 
provements of it, you are inaccurate ; and your 
aſſertion amounts to nothing. 

As the paragraph is a kind of injury, which no 


gentleman would commit without reaſon, may I beg 


you will aflign that reaſon ? 
G &« Ts 
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&« To encourage your ingenuity, and to indem- 
nify you for time, I will depofit a hundred pounds. 
You ſhall go through the analyfis on which you 
found your aſſertion : if you produce mercury from 
the Vegetable Syrup, prepared. by me, in the pre- 
ſence of ſix competent judges, three appointed by 
you, and three by me, the hundred pounds ſhall be 
yours ; and I will wear the name of Impoſtor—If 
not, I will take up my money, require no indemnity 
from you ; but I will publiſh: the reſult, and leave 
you to the reflections of your own mind. 

J am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 


«© I. SWAINSON. 
& To Dr. Mackittrick Adair, 


Devonſhire-ftreet.”? 


DR. ADAIR'S ANSWER, 

«© Hap Dr, Adair read the latter part of a letter, 
ſigned I. Swanſon, before he gave the bearer a kind 
of promiſe that he would anſwer it, he certainly 
ſhould not have put pen to paper on the occaſion. 

«© If A. recollects right, the Syrup was ſome 
years ago fold by one Burrows, and that pro- 
bably was what was deemed to contain Mercury : 


what- 
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what the preparation which Mr. Swainſon claims 
may be, A. neither knows nor cares ; nor ſhall-he 
give himſelf the trouble to analyſe it. 

« He has been peſtered with ſo many anonymous 
attacks from the empirical gentry, that he has formed 
a reſolution not to anſwer any letters from that 
quarter, even if avowed, except in a future edition 
of his Eſſay. = . uno 

A. hopes, for the credit of the profeſſion from 
which he has retired, that Mr. S. is not a medical 
man ; as he deems all concealment of medical com- 
poſitions to be, in them, criminal; and in others, at 
leaſt illiberal, and inconſiſtent with the dictates of 


humanity.” 


Tux reader will, I hope, juſt notice and ſmile 
with me at the cowardly evaſions of convicted falſe- 
hood. In the farrago he calls his Book, Mr. Mac- 
kittrick Adair aſſerts an untruth on the pretended 
authority of analyſis. In his Letter he ſkulks under 
the phraſe, „the Syrup was deemed to contain 
Mercury.” In the Book, he ſays (and for once 
truly), that Velnos' Vegetable Syrup is not ſold by 
Patent, When called upon to account for his ca- 

62 lumny, 
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lumny, he attempts an evaſion, by ſubſtituting 
that of Burrows, which, unfortunately for his pre- 
tenſions to information and veracity, was ſold by 
Patent, with the addition of the word Improved, to 
to avoid the proſecution of De Velnos, for uſing his 
name in an impoſition. That he could not mean 
the ſpurious Syrup of Burrows, muſt be indiſputable, 
becauſe Burrows was dead when he inſerted the ca- 
lumny in his Book; and Burrows always denied 
that he had communicated his wretched Recipe to 
Hodſon. | 

Mr. Mackittrick Adair ſays, that if in any one 
inſtance reſpecting noſtrums he were guilty of miſ 


repreſentation, he would deem himſelf an ExXECR A- 


BLE VILLAIN. I doubt his juſtice in adjudging him- 
ſelf : but, after the above relation, the public will 
ſave him the trouble, um 
” AS. man the opinion of Mr. Mackittrick Adair is of 

hoc. as little conſequence to me as that of the vociferous 
—_ Leanne ellows-mender, will be eafily credited, while it is 
4 4499 yo generally known that the Vegetable Syrup is ordered 
2 e of by the firſt Phyſicians and Surgeons of this country, 
in caſes of the utmoſt difficulty and importance; that 
the beſt philoſophical and practical Chemiſts of the 


age; 


ma. 
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age, are among itKpyarmeſt advocates; and that it has 
preſerved the lives and benefited the families of phi- 
loſophers and literati, with whoſe names poſterity 
will never aſſociate the name of Mackittrick Adair. 
But as every falſchood may alarm and diſtreſs con- 
ſtitutions rendered irritable by diſeaſe, and death has 
ſometimes been the ſpeedy conſequence of the cla- 
morous ſolicitude of attending regulars, to prevent 
the introduction of the medicine, I ſhall be excuſed 
'for looking into the balderdaſh, and repelling the 
malignant falſehood of Mr. Mackittrick Adair. 
Is AAc SWAINSON. 


Frith-ſtreet, Sept. 23, 1790. 


WHEN this account of a wanton and unprovoked 
injury had appeared in the papers, Dr. Mackittrick 
Adair came, accompanied by Captain Crookſhanks, 


into the ſhop of Mr. Ridgway, a bookſeller, who 
publiſhes both for him and me; and ſaid, I ſuppoſe 


* 


„„ 
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with a view that Mr. Ridgway ſhould repeat to me, „„ 


that he had been miſtaken ; that the Syrup brought 
to him, and which he had analyſed, was that of 
Hodſon ; that he meant me no harm ; and that he 
believed my medicine the beſt of any out of the 


Pharmacopeia. - 


But 


vive eg ., 
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But the reader will perceive tis no ſatisfaction: 
the imputation remains in his printed book, and 
| againſt Velnos' Vegetable Syrup; of the Recipe for 
which, by the Affidavits and Deeds of Mr. and 
Madame de Velnos, and of Dr. Mercier, I am the 
ſole Proprietor and Poſſeſſor. 

Until, therefore, the imputation is cancelled, and 
Dr. Mackittrick Adair has the manly candour to re- 
tract his error, I ſhall circulate our correſpondence. . 


N. B. I take the liberty of mentioning Captain 
Crookſhanks as accompanying Dr. M. Adair; not as 
a party, but as a peace-maker ; and I declare, that 
if any thing leſs than a public reparation of the in- 
jury could have ſatisfied me, it would have been the 
interpoſition of ſo yenerable, ſo reſpeQable, and ſo 
honeft a man. | 


„ 


R b 
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The following intereſting Article is copied from the Ladies“ 
Library, a periodical Publication, the Medical Part of 
which has been executed by the ingenious and learned Dr. 
Buchan, Author of Domeſtic Medicine, &c. and his cau- 
dor may properly be contrafed with the low illiberality of 
Fordyce and Adair, 


WI have thus detailed the common opinion, and 
pointed out the uſual treatment in caſes of Scurvy. 

But the introduction of Velnos? Vegetable Syrup 
into general uſe, and the perſevering efforts and 
great ingenuity of Mr. Swainſon, its preſent pro- 
prietor, have rendered the opinions of this gentle- 
man concerning Scrophula and Scuryy very preva- 
| lent, which we ſhall ſtate from his various and ex- 
cellent publications. 

From the attention of many years to theſe parti- 
cular diſeaſes, he does not ſeem to think that Scro- 
phula and Scurvy are hereditary; but that perſons 
of delicate habits and fine ſkins are more liable to 

them 
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them than thoſe of ſtrong texture and dark com- 
plexions. Theſe conſtitutions being hereditary, the 
diſeaſes have that appearance. 

He refers their origin to obſtruction in the neceſ- 
ſary ſecretions, and particularly in perſpiration. 
This may be occaſioned by cold, by moiſture, by 
blows, and by numerous other cauſes, cloſing the 
mouths of the excretory veſſels, and repelling into 
the Iymphatic ſyſtem the matter which ſhould have 
been diſcharged. This ſoon becoming morbid, oc- 
caſions that general weakneſs, and that emaciated 
appearance, which are the known ſymptoms of 
Scurvy in weakly children and in delicate young 
women. | 

In proportion to the injury of the lymph, the 
evil ſymptoms appear. When it ſeizes the glands of 
the neck, under the arms, in the groin, &c. &c. it 
produces tumors; and if theſe break into inveterate 
ulcers, with ſcurfy appendages, it aſſumes the form 
of Scrophula. If it fixes on the glands of the lungs, 
an inflammation of the lobes takes places, termi- 
nating in a Conſumption. Indeed, he ſtrenuouſly 
maintains the opinion on which, it is ſaid, the late 
Sir Richard Jebb proceeded in the caſe of his Royal 

Highneſs 
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Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, and to which his 
practice afterwards owed its ſucceſs and reputation 
that conſumption is always the conſequence of the 
ſcorbutic ſtate of the lymph; and that even the 
flighter coughs ariſe from inhaling moiſt or bad air, 
which checks the excretions in the region of .the 
lungs, and lodges ſome offending matter, which he 
calls ſcorbutic. This is a doctrine of great import- 
ance in this country ; and though Mr. Swainſon has 
maintained it, with a view to the uſe of the Vegeta- 
ble Syrup, we think his arguments very fair, and his 
caſes indiſputable. 

He goes even farther, and aſſerts, on the authori- 
ty of well-atteſted caſes, that the green ſickneſs, the 
obſtructions of the menſes, and the fluor albus or 
whites, are all ſcorbutic ſymptoms : and he avers, 
with great appearance of honoux and truth, that the 
Syrup taken in time, properly, and in ſufficient 
quantities, never fails of removing them. 

We ſhall not follow him in his enumeration of the 
effects of diſeaſed lymph in producing gout, rheuma- 
tiſm, palſy, apoplexy, &c. but only add, that when 

theſe dreadful diſeaſes are owing to the cauſe he 
deſcribes, it is very probable that a powerful aſſiſt- 
H ance 
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ce and relief may be obtained in the Vegetable 
FPyrup. 
The only difficulty occurring to us, in the effects 
of this medicine, which are the ſubjects of praiſe or 
oß controverſy at this time through the kingdom, is 
its aſſured infallibility, according to a reſpectable liſt 
of caſes given by Mr. Swainſon, in the Venereal 
Diſeaſe. | 

The regulars here attack him, and affirm that in 
theſe caſes he uſes mercury: his mode of refuting 
this charge, we think very able. The Vegetable 
Syrup cures diſeaſes by opening the excretory veſſels, 
and purifying the lymph. It is thus it cures a con- 
ſumption at the root; takes away the ſources of 
ſcorbutic appearances, ſcrophulous ulcers, and re- 
moves the obſtructions which interrupt the menſes, 
and bring on fluor albus, or the whites. 

The venereal virus occaſions no evil as a diſeaſe, 
until it enters the lymphatic ſyſtem, and produces 
buboes, ulcers, and the lues. This, we ſuppoſe, Mr. 
Swainſon conſiders as a ſpecies of ſcrophula by ino- 
culation ; and the Syrup correcting the lymph, and 
expelling this, like any other morbid matter by the 
excretories, cures the venereal diſeaſe, on the ſame 
principle it cures the ſcrophula, | 
This 
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This is a ſimple and beautiful theory: we hope, 


indeed we are inclined to believe, from compaſſion 


to our fellow creatures, that Mr. Swainſon will be 
able fully to convince the world of its truth, by the 
continuance of his preſent uncommon ſucceſs. 

That mercury is a ſpecific for the venereal poiſon, 
is now an opinion only for a bigotted old woman. 
We have no doubt, from the known effects of the 
reſinous woods, and aromatic ſeeds, that a man like 
Mr. Swainſon, having a moderate knowledge of 
chemiſtry, and applying his whole time to ſuit pro- 
per menſtrua to the extraction of their virtues, may 
produce a vegetable preparation as powerful as mer- 
cury, and yet having none of its inconvenient and 
fatal effects. We with, therefore, either that go- 
vernment would make it Mr. Swainſon's intereſt to 
diſcloſe the recipe, and his manner of executing it'; 
for the Syrup is much improved in his hands ; or 
that the faculty, inſtead of deſcending to illiberal 
cavils, and ſubjecting themſelves to the public con- 
viction of falſchood, would always . preſcribe the 
Vegetable Syrup, whenever they want the aſſiſtance 
of T decoCtion of the woods or any alterative me- 
dicines; for in the hands of the common apothecaries 
H 2 and 
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and chemiſts, the decoction of the woods is not bet- 
ter than a decoction of deal chips; and all the vege- 
table preſcriptions of our phyſicians called alterative, 
are ineffeCtual, from the ſlovenly, e and haſty 
manner of preparing them. 

We are informed that the whole proceſs in the 
preparation of the Vegetable Syrup by Mr. Swainſon 
takes a month. This does not look like the con- 
duct of an impoſtor ; nor would the fiftieth part of 
the trouble be neceſſary to prepare a vehicle for 


mercury. 
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CASE I. 


LUES VENEREA. 
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* caſes in general, are cured in a ſe- 
cret manner ; and it is difficult to induce per- 

ſons of rank and fortune to atteſt them. The gentle- 
man who gives authenticity to the following caſe, 
beſides being a member of parliament in Ireland, 
and holding an office of credit and conſequence, is 
intimately known and highly reſpected by the prin- 
cipal nobility and gentry of England, for the excel- 
lence of his character and liberality of his manners. 
Mark Byrne, of Duke-ftreet, St. Stephen's Green, 
Dublin, was dreadfully afflicted with the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, more than fix years; and had been in ſeve- 
ral 
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ral hoſpitals, from which he was diſcharged as in- 


curable. 
The effects of the diſorder are almoſt too dreadful 
| to relate, The calf of one of his legs was wholly 


conſumed ; the roof of the mouth, and the bones of 


ea. dr. 
. 


the noſe, were nearly eaten out. The diſcharge 


P 
. 


from the eyes, and through the roof into the mouth 
was ſo great and offenſive, that the little appetite he 
had was of little uſe, as it was difficult to prevent 
the matter from accompanying the food. 


In theſe deplorable circumſtances he engaged the 
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attention of Edward Tighe, Eſq. member for Wick- 
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low, who had himſelf experienced the good effects 
of the Syrup in a ſcorbutic caſe, which had baffled 
the medical {kill both of England and Ireland, 
With that generoſity and humanity which diſtin- 
guiſh his character, he took the poor man under his 


* En 
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protection, and furniſhed him with the Syrup at his 


N 
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expence. He took it in conſiderable quantities fore. 
eight weeks; and was not only perfectly cured, but 
grew fat and ſtrong, This was in the year 1785; 
and communicated by Mr. Tighe to Mr, Swainſon, 


CASE 
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SIR, 


G RATITUDE for benefit received by your Speci- 
fic, known under the name of Velnos' Vegetable Sy- 
rup, is my only motive for thus addrefling and laying 
my caſe before you, as well as with a defire that the 
afflicted may, from the knowledge of its virtues, 
hope for the cure of their diſorders. Some time ago, 
and in conſequence of a certain diſorder, complicated 
with the ſcurvy, being in a deſpairing condition, it 
being proof againſt all the art of the faculty, a 
friend of mine, who had been cured of a moſt inve- 
terate ſcurvy by the uſe of your Syrup, adviſed me 
to take the ſame ; which I did to the quantity of 
four bottles : at the end of which I found myſelf 
radically cured ; and now can afſure you, that I 

enjoy 
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enjoy as perfect a ſtate of health as before my com- 
plaint. | „ 
I am, Sir, 
With gratitude and reſpect, 
Your much obliged humble ſervant, 


PAUL MARTIN. 


Coachman to Henry Carver, Eſq. of Birmingham. 


Witneſs to Paul Martin's declaration. 


P. F. Bourgeois, merchant ; Thomas Warren, prin- 
ter, Birmingham. 
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CASE III. 


Mxs. L——, of Birmingham, was put on a courſe 
of Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, in May, 1785, for a 


Venereal complaint of long continuance , for which 
ſhe had been under the care of ſeveral Surgeons of 
eminence at Birmingham, without any apparent 
benefit. She had many Venereal Ulcers on the 
body, and a caries of the ſhin- bone; which was pro- 
nounced incurable without amputation. 

The ſituation of this patient was ſo peculiar, that 


it was an inducement to Mr. Swainſon to go down 


to Birmingham. He was accompanied by two gen- 


tlemen, who paid particular attention to this ex- E 


traordinary caſe 3 and were not a little aſtoniſhed, i 
that, in two months, from circumſtances of the ut- | { 


moſt deſpondency and danger, ſhe ſhould he reſtored 
to perfect health, 


A certificate of this cure, and many of a fimilar 
kind, may be had of Meſſrs. Pearſon and Rollaſon, 
printers, in Birmingham. 


CASE 
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CASE IV. 


M ARY WILSON, late in the pariſh of St Bo- 
tolph, Biſhopſgate, about twenty-two years of age, 
laboured under a combination of ſome of the moſt 
obſtinate Venereal ſymptoms. The injury had been 
received ſome years, and ſhe had long been afflicted 
with the moſt excruciating pains, running ſores in 
many parts of her body, chancres upon the labiz, 
and a node of the ſize of a pigeon's egg, exceſ- 
ſively painful, on one of her legs. She was 
of a ſcorbutic habit, and this, complicated with 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, had ſo emaciated her body, 
that even an attempt to effect the cure by the 
common method muſt have been attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences; but by taking Velnoy 
Vegetable Syrup, and obſerving a ſtrict regimen, 


every 
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every ſymptom of her complaint was removed ; ſhe 


was perfectly cured, and in three weeks recovered 


her former ſtrength. 
Witneſs to the cure, Mary Walker, miſtreſs of 


the work-houſe of St. Botolph, Biſhopſgate. 
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Mzs. FLEMING, a married woman, thirty years 
of age, had her breaſt drawn about five years ago. 
A month afterwards ſhe had violent pains in her 
breaſt, and obſerved a ſmall hole on one {ide of the 
nipple; the pains gradually reached the head, ſo 
that the motion even of a coach was excruciating ; 
the ſhin- bones were ſo affected, that ſhe could not 
bear a ſtocking or the bed-cloaths on them. In this 
ſtate ſhe applied to the late Doctor Hunter, who 
ſuppoſed the caſe to be Venereal ; but, on ſtrictly 
examining her and her huſband, gave up his opinion; 
ordered bliſters to her head, with ſome other appli- 
cations, with little effect. She continued in this 
miſerable condition ſome time ; when her body be- 
ing covered with eruptions, the nature of her diſeaſe 


becamg 
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became apparent, and the ſymptoms of it diſcovered 


themſelves on the huſband ; they were therefore, in 


the ſpring of 1780, put upon a courſe of mercurials 


by a ſurgeon of character and ſkill. Though the 
evil was traced to its ſource, and it was diſcovered, 
beyond a doubt, that her breaſt had been drawn by 
an infected woman; yet, anxiety of mind, the ma- 
lignity of the diſorder, and the baneful effects of 
mercurials, ſoon put an end to the life of her huſ- 
band. The diſeaſe continued to encroach on her 
conſtitution, in ſpite of the endeavours of the ſur- 
geon; and when it made its appearance in the throat 


and mouth, ſhe thought it her duty to procure 


other aſſiſtance, When ſhe applied in F rith-ſtreet, | 


Mr. Swainſon was ſhocked at her appearance. The 
tonſils, the uvula, and many of the ſurrounding 
parts were nearly conſumed, and the ſpine was laid 
entirely bare. Two ulcers in the roof of the mouth 
had made their way through the palate, fo that the 
liquids ſhe attempted to ſwallow guſhed out at her 
noſe. Her conſtitution was injured almoſt as much 
by the mercury as by the diſeaſe ; her appetite was 
nearly gone, her countenance pale, and her appear- 
ance candaverous and ſhocking. She was immedi- 


ately 
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ately furniſhed with the Vegetable Syrup of Mr. de 
Velnos, and in ten weeks the ulcers were healed, the 
holes in the palate grown up, and ſhe left off the 
medicine. She is now become fat, and her com- 
plexion fine and ruddy. | 
Mr. Swainſon will refer any inquirer immediately 
to the patient, as well as to ſeveral perſons of for- 
tune and character, who intereſted themſelves in her 
fate, and were witneſſes of the cure. A ſurgeon of 
the firſt eminence examined her, at Mr. Swainſon's 
requeſt, and he is ready to bear teſtimony of theſe 
facts. 
FEBRUARY, 1785. 
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CASE MI. 


Mz. N. formerly of the pariſh of Maplebeck, in 
the county of Nottingham, mariner, had for fifteen 
years laboured under the ſcurvy, complicated with 
the Venereal Diſeaſe. He acquired the former in 
his youth, by the almoſt conſtant uſe of ſalt provi- 
ſions at ſea; and contracted the latter when about 
twenty years of age. Time had increaſed the ſymp- 
_ toms to ſo violent a degree, that even life itſelf was 
become a burden. He had continual running ſores 
in both his legs, a fiſtula in perineo, ſo that he void- 
ed as much water through the wound as by the ure- 
thra. In this deplorable condition he began a courſe 
of Syrup, which in two months removed all his 
complaints, and in leſs than four he was radically 
cured ; and has enjoyed a better ſtate of health ſince, 
than he ever could remember in any one period of 
his life. | | 
CASE 
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CASE VII. 


4 TRE extraordinary cure I have lately received by 
} 7 14 | a courſe of your Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, binds 


13 me in gratitude to make known to the public the 


wonderful effects of that moſt ſalutary remedy, At 
the time I began the Syrup, I was afflicted with the 


Ha we — 


moſt melancholy and ſevere Venereal ſymptoms 


a any Oe 


that could poſſibly be: ulcerations of the worſt na- 
ture in the throat and palate ; almoſt all I drank 


a An — 2 +” 


came through the noſe, the' bones of which were con- | 


ſiderably affected. I had conſtant excruciating pains 


ͤ——ũ—lẽ— — >» A a — — og 


5s in all my limbs, one of my knees was anchyloſed, 
Þ the ancles as well as the ſhin-bones were conſiderably 
enlarged. I had been ſalivated in the Lock Hoſpi- 
tal; ſince which I have been under the hands of 


many 
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many of the faculty, and of the firſt conſequence in 


their profeſſion. Tired of life, and ſunk in deſpair, 

I was adviſed to take your Syrup by a perſon who 
had received a cure in a ſimilar caſe. I ain now in 
perfect health, radically cured of all my diſorders, and 

a living witneſs of the great efficacy of the original 
Vegetable Syrup. In gratitude for benefits received, 

I requeſt my caſe may be publiſhed, and am thank- + 
fully, Sir, 
Your ever obliged humble ſervant, 


GEORGE. OLIVER. 


Long Acre, Nov. 16, 1779. 


K | CASE 


CA 8 FE. VI. 
| iu Le W an” 

Ne CHARLES Hulet, plaiſterer, near the King 
| David, Mile-Hul, Briſtol, had the Venereal Diſeaſe 
© in 1783; for which he ſubmitted to a mercurial 

ws courſe ; the ſymptoms diſappeared, and he was pro- 
nounced perfectly cured. In a few months ſwellings 
appeared in his neck and in each groin ; and an ex- 
cruciating pain near the extremity of the ſpine ren- 
dered him unable to walk. Contractions of the 
limbs and pains in the head deprived him of fleep; 
and by loſs of appetite he became emaciated and 
wretched. In this condition he applied for Velnos' 

Vegetable Syrup. He was examined by a Surgeon 

of eminence at Briſtol, according to the general de- 

fire of the proprietor (Mr. Swainſon) to thoſe who 
recommend the Medicine. He was put on a courſe 


of the Syrup, and in ſix weeks perfectly cured. 


A certificate of the cure may be ſeen, and farther 
information obtained, by applying to Mr. Pine, 
printer, at Briſtol, 


| CASE 
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A SCHIRROUS TESTICLE. 


To Mr. SwaAinsON. 


SIR, | 
IN January 1778, while at New York, I had a 


cold and ſore throat for three weeks, and my left % 


teſticle was prodigiouſly enlarged and ſoftened. 
For what reaſon I cannot gueſs, the diſorder pafſed 
to the right; which continued three months in a 
ſimiliar ſtate, but by degrees grew hard. I came 
to England in May, but did not apply for aſſiſtance 
till Auguſt, when a Surgeon at Kingſton upon 
Thames adviſed the ſuſpenſion of it in a truſs. I 
adopted this method for a year and a half; but it be- 
came ſo painful, and was attended with ſuch a gene- 
ral loſs of health, that I had recourſe to one of the 


moſt eminent and humane Surgeons in London, 
K 2 who 


> 
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who pronounced it a ſchirrous caſe, and adviſed the 
extraction of it as the only means of recovering my 
health; hinting it as his opinion, that it had ariſen 
from ſome unfortunate female connection. This I 
knew, could not be the caſe. I determined not to 
ſubmit to the dangerous operation he propoſed; and 
he ordered me gentle phy ſic, and camphorated 
ſpirits as an embrocation. After uſing the latter 
two months without relief, I applied, by his advice, 
a poultice of linſeed meal, &c. for three more : but 
having no proſpect of a cure, I began to ſink under 
the moſt melancholy deſpair. On applying a poul- 
tice of bread and milk for ſome months, it broke; 
and there iſſued a thin watery ,matter of a duſky 
colour, which every day grew thicker and more of- 
fenſive. I was then perſuaded to conſult a phyſician, 
who is now abroad ; he ordered extract of hemlock 
and camomile, Theſe dreadful medicines, after long 
trial, afforded me no relief, and tended only to con- 


firm the deſpair under which I muſt have ſunk, if I 


| had not heard of the aſtoniſhing effect of Velnos' 


Vegetable Syrup in recovering Mrs. Swainſon of a 
palſy, occaſioned by a ſcorbutic habit ; and your de- 
termination in conſequence to purchaſe the Recipe ; 


and 


+ 
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and to add the ſanction of your character for judg- 
ment and integrity to its other recommendations to 
the notice and relief of your fellow-creatures. 

The ſtate of the ſcrotum, and the enormous fize 
and condition of the right teſticle, you might better 
deſcribe than I can. The inflamation, which had 


reached the abdomen, was very alarming, and threat- 


ened a mortification, I was bled, and took two | 


doſes of phyſic by your direction: I then took the 
Syrup; which in a few days totally removed the in- 
flamation. The ſecond bottle produced a copious 
diſcharge of matter; the ſwelling decreaſed ; and it 
is impoſſible to expreſs what I felt at the proſpect 
which I had loſt for five years, that my health and 
ſpirits would return, Before I had taken the fifth 
bottle my wounds were healed, and the diſeaſed part 
reſtored to a ſtate of perfect ſoundneſs and health. I 
took two bottles more, by way of ſecurity : and 
having been recovered from a ſtate of miſery, 
wretchedneſs, and deſpair, by means of your Syrup, 
I think it my duty to thank you for the attention 
you paid me, and to intreat you will communicate 
my caſe to the world, that others in fimilar circum- 


ſtances may experience the ſurpriſing virtues of the 
| Syrup, 


— 
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Syrup, and enjoy the relief and happineſs which 
it has brought to me. 

I ſhall take the greateſt pleaſure in anſwering the 
inquiries of any perſon you may refer to me. 

I am, Sir, | 
With gratitude and reſpect, 
Your much obliged, and 
Moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


FEB. 5, 1784. ELLIS PRICE. 
No, 48, Maiden-lane, Covent-Garden. 
Atteſted by Thomas Mainwaring, apothecary, 


Strand ; and William Naylor, apothecary, Bedford- 
ſtreet, Covent-Garden. 


CASE 
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To Mr. SwAlxsox, Frith-ſtreet, Soho. 


SIR, 


PERI me to return you my moſt grateful 
thanks for your kind, diſintereſted, and generous be- 
haviour; for to that and to your Medicine am I in- 
debted for my life, and all the bleſſings I may here- 
after enjoy : and as one of the numberleſs perſons 
who have been ſnatched from the very jaws of death 
by that Medicine, I ſhould merit in the higheſt de- 
gree the reproach and cenſure of my fellow-chriſtians 
was I to withhold the publication of this moſt ex- 
traordinary cure, I ſhall briefly ſtate the circum- 
ſtances of my cure, that others afflicted and labour- 
ing as I did, hopeleſs and forlorn, may at a certainty 
know where to find relief, —In March 1785, I caught 
a Venereal Infection, which being injudiciouſly 

treated, 


a — . — — 
> = 
"4 


- > 4 : 
— — — — 


=_ A * — 
. — meet A — EEE 
< * ? _- * — — — — Ty 
rg a ti —ů— N | 
41 * of = * 4 2 
* * 
— * 9. — > „ = * * as * , in, da; 4 = 2 N _ % _ 

At - Fa bt =. . of * . op _—_ - — os rw 

— * n * wm * 1 SE 1 . 7 . = 9 * 9 33 4 


* „ 
* " , 0 


72 LUES VENEREAs 


. 
C ; 
8 
— — ͤ äũ 
— —— —ö— ͤ . — 


treated, became under that treatment an obſtinate and 
dangerous diſeaſe: it appeared in various parts of my 
body, but more particularly in my head and throat; 
which was ſo ulcerated and decaying, that. every 
thing I drank immediately iſſued through my noſ- 


trils : and the pain in my head was ſo violent, as to 


deprive me of my ſenſes. In May following I was 


confined to my bed, with violent ſwellings in my 
legs and joints ; and for temporary eaſe, ſtrong mer- 
curials, unctions, and fumigations, the torture of 
which operations it is impoſhble to deſcribe, were 
applied to two ulcers, each as large as the palm of 
the hand, which had formed themſelves upon my 
forehead, and laid the ſkull-bone entirely bare and in 
holes 4 and there was great reaſon to fear the loſs of 
one of my eyes, by the falling in of the ſocket- bone. 
In this miſerable ſtate I continued until October laſt, 
when my jaws were ſo contracted, that I was in 
danger of being ſtarved, as it was with difficulty a 
tea ſpoon could be got between my teeth ; when I 
applied to another ſurgeon of eminence, who under- 
took to cure me in the courſe of three weeks ; but, 
to my fad diſappointment, in the beginning of De- 
cember ſix of my teeth dropt from their ſockets, and 

| parts 
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parts of my jaw-bones (which are in my poſſeſſion) 


came away ; thoſe parts which, I think, the ſur- 


geons call the tonfils and the uvula, were alſo gone; 


and my ſpeech fo much affected as ſcarcely to be un- 
derſtood, when this gentleman declined any further 
experiments, and recommended me to an hoſpital. I 
accordingly applied at St. George's ; ,and on being 
examined by Mr. Hawkins, he told me that the 
wounds in my head were ſpreading, and that the 
forehead-bone muſt come out; and recommended me 
to St. Thomas's Hoſpital. Dreading this operation, 


the diſorder increaſing, and without hopes of relief, 


I had given myſelf up to deſpair ; and my fituation 


was ſo deplorable, that I, as well as my friends, 
thought it impoflible for me to live when, pro- 


videntially, about the middle of January laſt, I was 


recommended to take Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, pre- 


pared in Frith- ſtreet; and on the 24th of the ſame 
month I began to take it under your direction. 
and, miraculous as it may appear, in the courſe of fix 
weeks, and by taking only nine bottles of the Syrup, 
I had the unſpeakable happineſs to declare myſelf 
perfectly cured : my health and ſtrength reſtored, 
my wounds all healed, and hardly any traces of them 
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left behind. And as I think the knowledge of this 
wonderful Medicine and its effects of the higheſt 
importance to the afflicted, I ſhall at all times take 
a pleaſure in ſatisfying any perſon who may think 
proper to aſk me any queſtions upon the ſubject :;— 
I remain, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Your moſt obliged ſervant, 


THOMAS SHAILER. 
Little Chelſea, 


March 10, 1 786. 


Witneſs to the above cure, 


Jon RATCLIFF, Near the Military Academy, 
JamMEs "au; Little Chelſea. 


JaMEs NAUNTON, at the Goat in Boats, Little 
Chelſea. 


CASE 
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CASE XL 


In a Letter from the Patient. 


Six, 


Eicrrr years ago I had a Venereal Infeckiom; 
and was under the care of a gentleman of eminence, : 
near Groſvenor-Square, near eighteen months. I 
was not cured: I applied to two other gentlemen 
ſucceſſively; and in eighteen months more, I was 
fo far from being relieved, that my caſe evidently 
grew worſe; and having taken great quantities of 


mercury, I had pains in all my bones, ſo excruciat- 
ing, that I became unable to get my bread. In that 
ſtate I got admiſſion into the Lock Hoſpital where 
I continued nine weeks; I came out, as I thought, ; 
nearly cured.” But in a few weeks the afflicted parts 
| Had appearances as alarming as ever. I applied to 
S\urgeon of great fame in Parliament-Street, who 
told me a phymoſis was rapidly bringing on a mor- 
L 2 tification. 
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tification. In the uſe of poultices and fomentations 
for fix months, at laſt the ſkin burſt, and gave op- 
portunities of dreſſing an enormous chancre. The 
medicines I took at this time flew to my head; and 
I was frequently afflicted with temporary blindneſs. 
My diſeaſe appeared ſo alarming to the ſurgeon, 


that I could perceive he wiſhed to get rid of me. I 


applied to three more in ſucceſſion ; and continued 


interſſal medicine, rubbing in mercury, poultices, 


&c. according to their direction. The laſt of 
them, one of the moſt eminent in England, con- 
demned me to the knife, as the only remedy ; which 
threw me into a ſtate of deſpondence, and I could 
not reſolve to ſubmit to it. At this time I had no 
reſt, but from opium, and the diſorder ſeemed to be 
approaching vital parts ſo rapidly, that my friends 
gave up all hopes of my life, Having known a 
young man whoſe ſituation had been very deſperate 
from a ſimilar diſeaſe : and hearing he was alive, I 
learnt he had been cured by Velnos' Vegetable Sy- 
rup. I happily obtained a recommendation to you, 
fir, and waited on you in Frith-Street, in May, 
1787. I take this opportunity of thankfully ac 
knowledging the great humanity with which you 


examined 
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examined my caſe and undertook my cure. Vour 
wonderful medicine expelled the whole diſeaſe; ren- 
dered all the parts left by it perfectly ſound, and re- 
ſtored me to a full ſtate of general health, to which 
I had been a ſtranger for eight years. 
] am, Sir, | 
Your ever grateful, 


And moſt humble ſervant, 


HENRY SPENCER. 
March IO, 1789, 
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CASE XII. 


RichARxD PARRY, lamp-lighter, in the ſer- 
vice of Mr. Hayling, in St. James's Market, had 
the Venereal Diſeaſe for nine months. On being 
admitted into the Lock Hoſpital, in the ſpring of 
1788, he had a Buboe and a Chancre, Conſiderable 
quantities of mercury were rubbed in; and in two 
months he was diſcharged as cured. In a fortnight 
afterwards, appearances of mortification took place in 
the glans penis ; and he was readmitted at the Hoſ- 
pital where he remained five months; in which time 
the penis was wholly loſt ; and the corroſive humor 
having a tendency to the internal parts, and endan- 
gering his life, his mother was ordered to take him 
from the Hoſpital ; and ſhe was expreſsly told, it 
was impoſſible he could live many days. 

The 
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The mother came to Frith-Street ; and with tears 
in her eyes, intreated Mr. Swainſon to call and ſee 
her ſqn. Mr. Swainſon took with him Mr. Mor- 
timer, ſurgeon, in Frith-Street, and Dr. Smith, a 
young phyſician, who was walking the hoſpitals ; 
and both were decidedly of opinion, it was impoſſi- 
ble to ſave his life. 

Mr. Swainſon, however, was not without hopes, 
and being urged by the intreaties of the mother, he 
put him on a courſe of the Syrup ; the mortification 
was ſoon ſtopped ; and in two months he was re- 
ſtored to perfect health. 

The poor fellow produces himſelf with zeal and 


alacrity, if there be any queſtion concerning his 


caſe, or any chance of reſcuing others from his fate. 
Many gentlemen have had the curioſity to ſee 
him, his caſe being ſo extraordinary. 


CASE 
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{ Ix conſequence of the ſucceſs of the Syrup, in the 
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deſperate caſe of Richard Parry, Mr. Hayling, of 
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James's Market, recommended the uſe of it to Ed- 


ward Whitaker, who was in his ſervice. 


— — — — auger” ere ne. — 


He had been tormented by a Buboe, attended by 
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a diſcharge from the Urethra, and a conſiderable in- 
flamation, two years before his application to Mr. 


Swainſon. 
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After being a year under the care of two gentle- 
: men of the faculty, he was admitted a patient to a 
diſpenſary in Alderſgate-Street. The Buboe not ap- 
pearing diſpoſed to diſperſe in fix weeks, it was cut 
and continued open four months; in which time he 
took conſiderable quantities of bark, and the diſ- 

. charge ceaſed, | 
But without any female connection it returned in a 
few weeks with conſiderable violence, and continued 


when 
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when he applied in Frith-Street, on the 28th of 
January, 1789. The diſeaſe having long occupied 
the parts, was not eaſiy expelled; and the patient was 
not perfectly cured until he had taken near twenty 


bottles of the medicine. 

He was however reſtored to full health and con- 
tinues well to this time: for the Syrup is not like 
mercury which compromiſed with the diſeaſe, and 
admits its return, A CURE BY THE SYRUP is DE- 


CISIVE AGAINST THE DISEASE: FOR IT NEVER 


RETURNS, 


M ATTESTED 
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PRIVATE ATTESTATIONS. 


CASE XIV. 


BUBOE. 


A GENTLEMAN of high diſtinction in the lite- 


rary and philoſophic world, extended his experi- 
ments for years to the dominions of Venus; and 
with ſo little regard to the ſecurity or danger of the 
road, that he thought and boaſted of himſelf as in- 
vulnerable. On a viſit to London in 1785, he took 
his uſual liberties ; but in one of his rencontres, the 
penis was ſlightly excoriated. Complaining to his 
enamorata, in the next interview, ſhe complimented 
his conformation and vigor; and by his vanity (for 
philoſophers may be ſometimes vain) lulled his ap- 
prehenſions, and ſtimulated his proweſs. The ab- 
ſences of the fond pair were ſhort; and theſe ap- 
peared to be the reaſons that the light injury was 


not 
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not healed, Philoſophic imaginations are peculiarly 
apprehenſive of ſickneſs. Whatever he affected 
wich the lady, he could not baniſh the dread of Ve- 
nereal injury. On applying to me, I could not pre- 
tend to judge between ſuch connoſcenti as the lady 
and himſelf ; but adviſed him to take a little Syrup. 
He declined it; poſſibly from an apprehenſion of 
Mercury ; to the uſe of which he had great objec- 
tions. He ſtated the caſe to an Engliſh ſurgeon ; 
who concurred with his miſtreſs, and encouraged his 
purſuits : but getting accidentally into company 
with a German practitioner of his acquaintance, 
who had not the ſame complaiſance for his amorous 
defcriptions, he told the philoſopher bluntly, „when 
« the ſlight wound cloſes, you will find Buboes in 
« your groin.” The manner in which this was 
faid, made him attribute it to the unpleaſant diſpoſi- 
tion of the ſurgeon : and he ſet off for his country 
. reſidence, in his uſual ſtate of mind. He had not 
been long at home before he perceived heats and ir- 
ritations, which induced him to write to me for 
ſome Syrup ; but attributed the ſymptoms to the 
ſudden and total ceſſation of his employments with 
his miſtreſs. I had hardly ſent the medicine, when 

M 2 I received 
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I received another letter, indicating the deſpair of a 
| novice in calamity, and urging with impetuoſity the 
moſt expeditious conveyance of the Syrup. I ſoon 
had a third letter from him, which is among the moſt 
curious and valuable in my records. He deſeribes, 
with great feeling, his condition in bed, at the di- 
ſtance of two hundred miles from London, with a 
Buboe, which had riſen in a few days to the ſize of 
his faſt ; fretting with impatience at the unavoidable 
delay of a medicine for an evil which ſeemed too 
malignant and rapid to be checked in its progreſs, 
and which would probably bring on inciſions, 
wounds, and ulcers, —at once, and almoſt miracu- 
louſly relieved by the Syrup, and ſearching for his 
Buboe, as if ſtolen from him without his knowledge, 

I ſhall take the liberty of inſerting his own de- 
ſcription of the ſituation and cure. His manage- 
ment was ſo judicious, that it will furniſh an uſeful 
leſſon to thoſe who may be obliged to take the Syrup 
at a diſtance from town : an obligation by no means 
deſirable, on account of the injuries to which ſo de- 
licate a medicine is liable from carriage, negligence 
in keeping, &c. and the want of thoſe aſſiſtances and 
directions which facilitate its operation, —I am 


careful, 
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careful, however, to conceal the writer's name, and 
any circumſtances that may expoſe him to malicious 


ridicule, 


December 12, 1785. 
Dear SIR, | 

My laſt of the 29th Was not gone three hours, 
when the box, not of Pandora, but of your blefling 
and Syrup, arrived ; and, as from what I ſaid then, 
you may eaſily form an idea of my apprehenſions, 
and of the diſmal ſwelling I complained of, you may 
now as eaſily conceive with what kind of ſentiments, 
hope, and expectation, I opened the firſt bottle, and 
with what kind of feeling I fit down this inſtant to 
thank you for the cure it has almoſt accompliſhed 
before it is finiſhed ! 

Though I had always a very high opinion of your 
character and veracity, yet ſuch an eaſy, pleaſing, 
and almoſt miraculous cure, would have appeared 
incfedible to me, had I heard of it only by report. 

I took the medicine and it operated | in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

As the printed general directions for uſing it left 
me with a diſcretionary power to proportion the 

doſes 
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doſes according to its agreeable or diſagreeable ef- 
fects, I confulted, in the beginning, my apprehen- 
tons and the bulk of the ſwelling, rather than any 
thing beſides. Accordingly I took, not a ſpoonful 
morning and evening, but a jelly-glaſs, —a ſtout 
doſe indeed; for, as on account of the bad weather 
and the worſe ſwelling, I kept within doors and 
dreſſed very warm, it threw me into an almoſt con- 
ſtant perſpiration ; which was rather troubleſome at 
night, and almoſt completely deprived me of that 
reſt which my apprehenſions and anxiety of mind 
ever ſince the beginning of the ſwelling had made 
me a ſtranger to before. This violent perſpiration 
feemed to bring on at night a dryneſs on the tongue, 
and an uneaſinefs, which may be, for aught I know, 
a ſymptom of a flight fever. During the three or 
four firſt days of the cure, thus began, I had no 
great proſpect that the tumor could be diſpelled or 
reſolved by perſpiration. The ſecond day it rather 
increaſed, and began to extend over the os pubis; 
| but there it ſtopped, and remained hard and ſtiff, 
and painful when preſſed upon. There was no fluc- 
tuation of matter perceivable by preſſure; no pain 
in any other limb, nor any head-ach or coſtiveneſs ; 

I thought 
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I thought therefore that I might leſſen the trouble- 
ſome doſe with impunity. Thus I brought it down 
to about three-fourths of a ſmall wine-glaſs, and had 
a more gentle perſpiration ; which I kept up as far 
as it was in my power, and never wilfully interrupt- 
ed. On the ſixth day I felt the whole ſurface of the 
ſwelling itching and tickling, which I looked upon 
to be a very promiſing ſymptom ; and in that I was 
not miſtaken ; for without any breaking of the' 
ſwelling, and without any cutaneous eruption on its 
ſurface, it viſibly leſſened, was gradually diſſolved, 
and is now (the twelfth day of the cure) fo far gone, 
that it can hardly be perceived on the ſkin, and is 
not in the leaſt painful when preſſed upon; the ſu- 
perficial itching and tickling however ſill remains 
on the part, not a fortnight ago ſo dreadfully ſwol- 
len; therefore I ſhall finiſh the firſt bottle, and take 
of the ſecond till even this trifling remembrance of 
the cured evil ſhall have been fully evaporated and 
eraſed from that part of the ſkin. 

I had no ſtomach before I began the cure, nor any 
during the firſt fix days ; yet I always ate and drank 


ſomething, and found no particular averſion zo or un- 


toward effect from my common fare, which is freſh 


meat, 
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meat, greens, and zrated water, mixed with wine or 
brandy. Since the ſeventh, Sir, I feel the ſtomach 
of a ſhark; and ſhall juſt now ſit down to a very 
good dinner, but not without having thanked you 
for your. honeſt and liberal exertions to reſcue this 
wonderful ſudorific from the hands of quacks, and 
evermore to free it from the reproach of not being 
in the Diſpenſary, and unknown to the mercurial, 
that is, cruel and thieviſh Faculty. In this I vow to 
God I ſhall aſſiſt you in the belt of my power. 
Your very obliged grateful 


Humble ſervant. 


The event rouſed his curioſity ; and being an ex- 
cellent chemiſt, he determined to know, whether 
the vegetable world could produce a medicinal power 
equal to the effect with which he had been aſtoniſli- 
ed._ He examined, with great attention, the ana- 
Iyſis made at Paris, by order of the Marſhal Duke 
de Biron, by Meſſrs. Rouelle and la Caſſainge, pro- 
feſſors of chemiſtry; an account of which is given 
in p. 12 of my pamphlet, entitled Letters to a Friend. 
He then tried it by dry and wet proceſſes of his own; 
compared it with the ſpurious imitations of Bur- 


rows, 
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rows, Hodſon, and Baylis; in all which he diſcover- 
ed Mercury; but could not find a particle in the 
original Syrup of De Velnos, prepared by me. He 
therefore yielded up his ſcepticiſm to the evidence 
of the ſevereſt experiments; acknowledged his con- 
viction to me with ſtrong expreſſions of gratitude : 
and he is among the moſt zealous and enthuſiaſtic 
promoters of the credit and intereſt of Velnos Ve- 
getable Syrup. 

This gentleman has never taken Mercury in any 
form, | 


* 
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CASE: XY: 


BUBOE. 


A GENTLEMAN of Hammerſmith had been 
under the care of a ſurgeon for a twelvemonth, for 
chancres; which were treated in the uſual method 
and apparently healed. According to Mr. Hunter's . 
very profitable doctrine, a parcel of the diſorder was 
cured, and the Venereal virus ſubdued in a particular 
part; which muſt be deemed conſiderable ſucceſs for 
Mercury in one year. The gentleman's affairs were 
in train-for marriage ; he was therefore careful of his 
health ; and never riſqued the poſſibility of another 
infection. The happy event had been delayed on 
account of his indiſpoſition ; and, from an opinion of 
his being cured, the time was appointed in which it 


was to take place; when, to his aſtoniſhment and 


confuſion, 


BUBOE, 91 


confuſion, a Buboe appeared in the left groin. This 
was within a week after the pretended cure. The 
Buboe was rapidly proceeding to ſuppuration, when 
a friend adviſed him to apply to me. 

I was not at home when he called ; but his anxie- 
ty to obtain aſſiſtance, induced him to mention his 
ſituation to the young man who let him in. The 
young man ſaid, he knew nothing of the Syrup but 
its price, and the praiſes which the people coming 
there continually beſtowed on it. He however had 
ſeen a gentleman lately in a ſimilar ſtate, to whom 


his maſter ordered a carrot-poultice, and large doſes 


of the Syrup.——The gentleman took with him a 
book of directions, and ſome bottles of the Syrup ; 
and in a few days he did me the pleaſure of calling, 
in the happieſt ſtate of mind; for his unſeaſonable 
and dreadful viſitant had totally diſappeared. . He 
continued the uſe of the Syrup a few weeks, and 


was radically cured, 


N 2 CASE 
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CASE XVI. 


SWOLLEN TESTICLE. 


A GENTLEMAN of the army applied in Frith- 


ſtreet, with a recent Gonorrhæa. He entered on a 


courſe of the Syrup on the agth of October, 1784 ; 
and on the 6th of November I was ſent for in haſte, 
From ſome circumſtances in his conſtitution, which 
are not very uncommon, the Syrup had not operated 
properly ; and he had not had a motion for three or 
four days. The diſcharge was nearly ſtopped ; but 
the teſticles and ſpermatic chord were exceedingly 
ſwollen, and he was in great pain. I deſired three 
ſpoonsful of caſtor oil might be given, and a carrot- 
poultice applied to the ſcrotum. The oil operated 
ſpeedily ; and in twenty-four hours the parts were 
reduced ; the Syrup being continued in proper 
quantities, and having its uſual effect of a gentle 
laxative, the patient was perfectly cured in fix weeks. 
This gentleman had never taken Mercury. 

CASE 
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CASE XVII. 


PHY MOSIS. 


A GENTLEMAN was alarmed by the appear- 
ance of a Phymoſis, a few days after an impure con- 
nexion : the glands were exccedingly inflamed ; and 
he endured excruciating pain. I put him immedi- 
ately on ſuch a courſe of the Syrup as I thought 
ſuited to his habit; and a poultice of bread and milk 
was applied to the parts. In two days the ſwelling 
was reduced ; the prepuce removed with great eaſe, 
and, to my aſtoniſhment, a chancre of an enormous 
ſize was diſcovered, that had nearly made its way to 

urethra. This was an inſtance of the rapid ac- 
tivity of the poiſon, which I had never witneſſed or 
heard of. The chancre was dreſſed with dry lint, 


and healed in fix or ſeven days. The uſe of the 


Syrup was continued for a month ; and. the patient 
perfectly and radically cured, 
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CASE XVII. 


PARAPHYMOSIS. 


AN artiſt of eminence applied, in a moſt alarming 


condition, from a Paraphymoſis, which threatened 


immediate mortification. He had two Chancres of 
unuſual magnitude ; the diſeaſed parts had not the 
leaſt reſemblance of any thing human; and no de- 
{cription of his condition can be conveyed by words. 
To impreſs on me an accurate idea of his caſe, he 
ſent with his firſt application a drawing of the ſeat 
of the diſeaſe : and I never adviſed the Syrup with 
ſo little confidence of ſucceſs. A fomentation of 
poppy-heads was frequently made uſe of in the 
courſe of the day; the Chancres were dreſſed with 
baſilicon; and the Syrup adminiftered in large doſes. 
This patient had never taken mercury; and in leſs 
than three months he was perfectly cured. 


CASE 
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CASE XIX. 


CHANCRE AND ULCERATED THROAT. 


A YOUNG gentleman at a public ſchool in the 
neighbourhood of London, had a Venereal com- 
plaint ; for which he applied to the ſurgeon of the 
place, who treated him in the uſual manner; but did 
not check the diſeaſe ; which in a few weeks became 
ſo malignant, that the ſurgeon was alarmed, and- 
prudently ſent to his friends. The guardian. of the 
young gentleman took down with him his apothe- 
cary, of whoſe {kill and integrity he had very juſtly 
a high opinion, The youth was brought to the 
Houſe of the apothecary, who ſent for me ; candidly 
owned the caſe was too deſperate for him, and urged 
my decided opinion on the power of the Syrup im- 
mediately, to check the diſeaſe, as no time could be 
loſt, The Chancres on the glans penis were ſo large 


and 
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and deep that the member would have been loſt in a 
few days; and the throat ſo dreadfully ulcerated, as 
to threaten his life, ; 

Under the moſt ſkilful treatment of the common 
practice, this youth would either have periſhed in a 
few weeks, or been condemned to languiſh ſome years 
of loathſome wretchedneſs in what is called the Mer- 
curial Diſeaſe. I undertook the caſe, confiding in 
the honour of the apothecary, who is my intimate 
friend, that no Mercury would be furreptitiouſly 
uſed, as is the general practice by thoſe who are 
obliged to admit my aſſiſtance, and would divide the 
credit with me. No Mercury was taken in any 
form. A gargle of the Syrup, dilvted with water, 
was uſed for the throat; the ulcers were dreſſed with 
dry lint ; the Syrup given in confiderable quantities ; 
and in eight weeks he young gentleman was per- 
fectly cured, 


CASE 
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CASE XX. 


LUES VENEREA AND THE MERCURIAL 
DISEASE. 


A LADY of Charlotte-ſtreet, Portland-place, had 
a Venereal complaint upwards of five years. The 
beſt medical advice in London had not ſtopped its 
progreſs; and ſhe had been pronounced incurable. 
I was ſent for in June 1784. I found her in bed 
where ſhe had lain a twelve-month. The diſorder 
and method of cure had given her an emaciated and 
cadaverous appearance; and her excruciating pains 
rendered neceſſary the daily uſe of large doſes of 
opium. Ulcers in the mouth and throat, and the 
loſs of two or three bones' from the noſe, ſeemed to 
be omens of her diſſolution, and obliged her to ap- 
ply to me. She was put on a courſe of the Syrup; | 
in a fortnight ſhe took an airing in a carriage an 
hour or two in the middle of the day; and in a few 


weeks was reſtored to perfect health. 
O : CASE 
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CASE XXI. 


CARIES OF T HE SHIN-BONE. 


A GENTLEMAN's gardener, near Kenſington, 
applied with a Caries of the ſhin-bone, from an old 
Venereal infection. He had been told by his maſter's 
ſurgeon, he could be relieved only by the knife, A 
ſurgeon of eminence chanced to be with me when 
the poor fellow called ; he was clearly of apinion no 
cure could be effected without taking out the bone, 
and laughed at the idea of giving him the Syrup.— 
As the man was averſe to the operation, and the 
ſurgeon thought the delay of a few weeks would be 
no injury, I determined to try the effect of a few 
bottles; and, wonderful as it may appear,—the 
bone exfoliated ; and in a month he was perfectly 
ſound and well! This patient had dreadful pains 
in his limbs; but whether they were venereal, mer- 
curial, or rheumatic, I had no intereſt to enquire ; 

for 
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for the Syrup did not, like Mercury*, take the ſymp- 
toms ſingly, and while it diſſipated ſome, ſuffered 
others to prevail ; but all the ſymptoms vaniſhed 
with the diſeaſe, In this reſpect the Syrup is not ſo 
friendly to the profits of its Proprietor as mercury 
is to the faculty; and, on this account, it is to be 
expected the faculty will in general prefer Mercury 
to the Vegetable Syrup. 


See Hunter's Treatiſe» 


CASE XXII. 


To Mr. SwAlNsox. 


SIR, 


Ar TER reading in the papers of the many cures 
your Vegetable Syrup had made in Venereal and 
Scorbutic caſes, I was happy to obtain a bottle or 
two for my wife, whom I had innocently injured as 
ſoon as married; being, as I thought, well of a com- 
plaint which had hung on me a conſiderable time, 
and confirmed in my opinion of being well by Dr. 
Yale, who aſſured me I was ſafe, but it proved 
otherwiſe—and my wife and ſelf grew both bad. 
In four years I recovered by going through a long 
and painful courſe of deſtructive mercurials. My 
wife grew nervous from the uſe of them, and both 
complaints ſhe laboured with for about five years. I 


petitioned you, Sir, to let me have a bottle of your 


Syrup, and, in great goodneſs and humanity, you 
fayoured- 
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favoured me with ſix or ſeven, which every day gave 
ſtrength to my wife, who was then ſeven months 
gone with child. It gave her an appetite which had 
been long loſt; and before her labour came on ſhe 
was as well and in as perfect health as ever ſhe was 
in her life, and all owing to the virtue of your excel- 
lent Syrup; and if it will give ſatisfaction to any 
one, ſhe is ready to give her oath of the ſame: but 
wiſhes to keep her name and character as clear from 
public cenſure and ſhame as poſſible, therefore can 
only appear when privately applied to or ſent for, 
which ſhe is ready to do at all times, and acknow- 
ledge her ſenſe: of gratitude for your goodneſs in 
ſaving her and her infant's life, who are now both 
in exceeding good health, 


Ruſſel-ſtreet, June, 1989. 


CASE XXIII. 


VENEREAL ERUPTIONS. 


A GENTLEMAN in the city had, for ſeveral 
months, dreadful ſymptoms of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
He had ſeveral chancres ; one remarkably large on 
the glans penis, and ulcers on different parts of his 
body. He had pains in the head and limbs, and was 
much reduced : but the peculiarity of his caſe was, 
that his face wore the appearances of the firſt ſtage 
of the ſmall-pox. Mr. Hunter attributes appear- 
ances of this kind to an operation of the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, in calling out conſtitutional diſpoſitions, 
which Mercury renders mortal. But in my treat- 
ment it had only the effect of a ſymptom : the pa- 
tient entered on a courſe of the Syrup in September 
1785; and in a few weeks he was completely cured, 
of his chancres, ulcers, and the appearances in his 
face. 


WHETHER 


REMARKS. 


—_—— the little auxiliaries I have made 
uſe of, on various occaſions, are of adyan- 
tage or not, I will not pretend to determine, It is 1 
probable the Syrup would have effected my purpoſes, 8 
at all times, without any ſuch aid: but, I believe, bs 
every practitioner will allow them to be harmleſs; 
and if they in the leaſt expedite the cure; if they a 
alleviate pain, or innocently amuſe the anxious im- 
agination of the ſufferer, I ſhould think myſelf cul- 
pable in not adviſing them. I mention them for the 
benefit. of thoſe who cannot have recourſe to me ; for 
1 am perfectly ſatisfied with the poſſeſſion of one 
ſecret. : | | 
J have taken a liberty, in the preſent edition, 
which is not allowed the poſſeſſors of Noſtrums ; 
for a very good reaſon, that their veracity is queſ- 

tionable, 
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tionable. No man can have a more deteſtable opi- 
nion of quack-doctors than myſelf. I know, the 
medicines they vend are generally of the moſt violent 
and pernicious kind. Since my purchaſe of De Velnos? 
Recipe, they have ſwarmed around me, like beaſts of 
prey ; and obſerving my determination to decline 
ſpurious degrees, and the artifices of an empiric, they 
have attributed to ſimplicity, what I hope will ap- 

pear the effect of judgment, integrity, and honour. ' 


Some of them have had recourſe to perjury, for- 


gery,—and every ſpecies of fraud and villainy, To 
INVADE MY PROPERTY, and impoſe on the igno- 
rant and credulous, wretched decoctions, poiſoned 
with corroſive ſublimate, for the Vegetable Syrup 
of De Velnos. But the inefficacy of their prepara- 
tions confines their miſchievous proceedings to ob- 
ſcure towns and villages in the country. I have 


held them up, and I ſuppoſe I muſt occaſionally ſuſ- 


pend them, to the abhorrence of this town. 


I hope the objection to this pernicious claſs of 
beings will not extend to me. I conſcientiouſly pre- 
pare, according to the Original Recipe, a Medicine 
truly Vegetable, as the ſlighteſt knowledge of che- | 


miſtry may aſcertain ; and of extenſive and eſtabliſh- 
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ed reputation. It is, beyond all others, effectual in 


Venereal, Scrophulous, and Scorbutic Diſorders. 
The private atteſtations of its ſucceſs are innumer- 
able, and among the firſt and moſt reſpectable orders 
of ſociety. But atteſtations of caſes for publication, 
from a ſpecies of falſe ſhame, are not to be obtained 
in thoſe diſorders; and thoſe of a lower kind are 
often liable to ſuſpicion. This is the reaſon that re- 
gular Phyſicians and Surgeons publiſh their caſes 
without names; and the credit afforded them is in 
proportion to the opinion of their characters. I am 
content to abide by this teſt ; and their are few Phy- 
ſicians or Surgeons at this time, better or more ex- 
tenſively known than myſelf. Caſes have alſo an 
internal evidence, which the moſt ſkilful fabuliſt 
could not imitate in a great and intereſting variety. 

I am ſatisfied no man who knows me will doubt a 
word I inſert; and I muſt take my chance with thoſe 
who do not know me, and who may confound my 
Publications with thoſe which Burrows, Hodſon, 


Baylis, &c. either invent or purloin from mine. 


THE END. 
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